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'therly Afﬀe&tion, Care and Tender-f 


T H E e 
Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
T © 


Mys. Mary Cooke, Widow of that wery | 
Learned and Pions May Mr. Willam}| 
Cooke, ſometime ſince Minifter of | 
the Goſpel in the City of Cheſter, | 
and 10 the ret of the Author's Frienas |. 
in that City. "= 

FW Preſent this JEfcourſe -to you, as a | 

| publick Teſfttmony that 1 am not} 

unmindful how much:I am obli-Þ 
ged to you all, for. your .great LoveF 
and \Reſpects to-me, from. my Infagey} 
to this time : And in an eſpecial man-F 
ner to you Mrs. Cooke, tor the Mo-f 


neſs you have conſtanitly -Manifeſted 
towards me, through my Childhood 
and Youth, and are pleaſed {till tc 
continue. I forbear receoning up pard] 

| A 2 ticuay: 


b, The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ticular Obligations, becauſe too nume- 
- Tous for ſo flow a Pen. - I know you 
-delight more in ſhewing Kindneſs and 
doing Good, than others would .in ha-_ 
. ving the World told that they do ſo. 
The Subject treated of in this little 
Book, I am. ſure is very grateful to 
-you all, and I am confident you wHl 
. Dot be offended ' with 'my Diſcourſe, 
becauſe ſo familiar. It is a very {ad 
'and afflicting Reflection to a ſerious 
Chriſtian, that there are ſuch multi- 
tudes who plainly appear to take no 
tolerable care of their own Souls, tho 
they profeſs the befyReligion, and are 
Furhithed with eminent Advantages : 
For, The Earth which is ſo Watered, and 
\ beareth Thorns and Briars, is Rejedted, 
| 4axd is nigh unto Curſing, whoſe end ts 
-Z0 be Burned, But Beloved, 1 am per- 
|--ſwaded berter things of you, and things 
” that accompany Salvation, Heb. 6. 8, 9. 
| It very much concerns you all to take 
- care I be not miſtaken in you, and to | 
- uſe your utmoſt Diligence to bring 
| torth Fruit in ſome proportion to the 

Labour 


». * The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Labour and Pains which have beers | 
beſtowed on YOu You have enjoyed. |: 
the Labours of*that eminently holy | 
Perſon and faithful Miniiter, Mr. Cooke, |: 
whole love to, and care of Souls, and: | 
zeal for their Salvation was ſuch, I' 
am not acquainted with any words: |: 
that are ſignificative enough to expreſs 
them. And. therefore it you: do not 
much exceed others in Divine Love, 

' and, all the Fruits of Righteouſneis 
and Holineſs, you do not fully anſwer: |; 
the Means with which you haye been: |: 

| favoured. I am willioh to remember: | 
you of your Od. Paſtor, that you may. | 
thereby be induced to refitect upon. 

your ſelves, and be quickned to give: Þ 

ſuch diligence to make your Salvatior. 

ſare, as he was always preſſing you. 
unto. Were the excellent Treatiſes he: | 
| - Ieftbehind him, Publiſhed, they would: 

| contribute much to keep - thoſe things. | 

always in your Remembrance, which: | 
he maigly infiſted on. whilſt he was. | 

Living, and 'to eftabliſh you- in the 

' Truths and Duties you know and; | 

| : & } have. | 

" : 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
have been practifing. He was the 
greateſt inſtance of an indefatigable_ 
faithful Miniſter, and* practical Belic- 
| ver, Þ was ever acquainted with. He 
| was diligent and induſtrious, even to a - | 
Prodigy.His Humility and Modeſtydid: | 
| exceedingly veil his intellettual Me- 
| rits. Few could comprehend the time 
| ke ſpent and the pains he took in his 
| Study, much leſs. the proficiency he | 
| made there. He had ſtrong” Natural | 
\ Parts, a great Memory, a quick Appre- 
| henfton, was very Thoughttul, and 
| dived. very far mto whatſoever he ap- | 
| plied- his Mind unto. He was the moſt 
| void of all kind of AﬀeCctation ( ſo far 
as my Knowledge doth extend ) of 
any meer Man. His Learning, Mini- 
| ſterial Labours and exemplary Piety, _ 
| were ſuch, could the World be fur- 
m{ih'd with an exact faithful Account | 
of his Life, T am per{waded it-would 
| yield as grateful and pleaſing Enter- | 
| tainmerit to the learned part of the 
| World, and be as profitable to all Peo- {| 
pl, who havea ferious ſenſe. of. true | 
Wy, mer?, 1 


f 
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Piety, as any thing that cam be Pub- 
liſhed. But I doubt thoſe who knew 
him beſt, Died before him; and as - | 
fox thoſe who were acquainted with 
him and do Survive, I ſuſpect fome. 
were not obſervant enough, and others - | 
did nor know him long enough to. 

underſtand very many of the moſt | 


material Paſſages which would be | 


neceſſary for ſuch a Compolure, In- 
deed he did ſo conceal himſelf, I very. 
much queſtioa whether any Man was 
ever in a capacity to do him Right. Þ: 
Yet, a full Collection of the many. | 
great things his Friends remems- - |: 
ber, and which®he could' not hinder |: 
People from obſerving, would be of - 
extraordinary uſe unto the Publick : . 
Tho the whole Relation thereof would - | 
not comprehend the half of what he -| 
deſerved ſhould be ſaid, to perpetuate | 
his Memory, and encouragea laudable 
| Imitation. If this hint may prompt . 
thoſe who. knew him,to recollec&t theme | 
iclves, and jointly apply henſclrrngy PF 
ſuch a Work; I ſhall have this Satiss - 
A4  fattion, | 
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faftion, that I have been inſtrumental 
to put them on Acts of ' Friendſhip 
and true Piety, and have contributed 
a little to oblige the Publick. You are 
commanded not to.be S$lorhfal, bur fol- 
lowers of them who through Faith and 
Patience, are Inheritors of the Promiſes, 
Heb. 6. 12. And I propound unto you 
Mr.Cooke, as a great Pattern you ſhould |! 
imitate in variety of Inſtances, which | 
are within your reach, and pertain to {| 
the Stations you are in, as well as in | 
the whole general tenor of his Conver= | 
ſation. I ſhall therefore paſs over in | 
Silence many very conſiderable things | 
T know concerning him, which muſt 
not by any means be omitted, by one 
who would attempt to write his Lite. 
I muſt not therefore in{iſt on his Learn- 
ing: And indeed he who would do 
him Tuſtice as to that, muſt be fur- 
niſhed with a much greater meaſure 
of it, than I can hope to attain unto. 
Yer, let me take liberty to mentibn one 
thing, viz, That his skil] in the Ori- 
ental Languages was ſuch, it __ 
| | Te 
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| the account of his ex- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
red him a reſpect above many Perſons. 
of great worth, from the Famous Bi- 


ſhop Walton, whoſe eminent Talent-.. þ 


lay in that fort of Study. A very 
worthy Author (whom I am obliged 
to Love and Honour greatly tor his 
{ubſtantial ſolid Learn- - 
ing, but eſpecially on Conformiſis 4th.. 


Plea for Noncon= 


emplary Piety,and more. Pres" On 


than common Zeal for the good of 
Souls) hath told theWorld, hat Biſhop: |: 
Walton would ſpeak Civilly” to Mr. ||. 


Cooke, tho he told him unleſs he would. |' 


Conform, he could not help him. I have. 
"never reaſon to ſay, that when he 
pake thoſe words, he did it with in-- 
timations of great Regret ; and that 
amongſt other reaſons of his Reſpect. 
to Mr. Cooke, common to athers -for 
whom that Great Man had a Kind- 
neſs, notwithſtanding they had: dif-- 
ferent. Sentiments from him, about. 
ſome Matters, it was Mr. Cooke's. great | 
knowledge in theſe Languages, which Þ| 
aid peculiarly commend him to that: | 
4. -  Y_ 
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E: Biſhop. Here I am to take notice, 


that Mr. Cooke was a Nonconformiſt, 
and ſo had different Sentiments about 


| ſome inferior, and leſs ſubſtantial, ra- 


ther meerly accidental Matters ( a- 


| bout which all. deſerving and. good 


Men have not the ſame Apprehenſii-- 


ſions) from what I have, and many 


more. have, whom I greatly Reve- 


rence. His differing Judgment about . | 


theſe Matters, ſerved him for his own 
ConduQ. But he manag*d his Diſſent . 
from Conformiſts, with that Candor 
and Chriſtian Temper, he highly de- 
ſerved Love and Relpett from all Con- 
formiſts who were endowed with 
true Piety, or indeed had any. ſhare 
of . common Ingenuity. He did not 


abuſe his Diſſent to Uncharitableneſs 


and Cenſure 3 nay, he could not en- _ | 


dure to hear a deſerving Conformiſt + 
Reflected on. I remember once, a  ! 


Perſo'1 of no ſmall Abilities, and Mr. 
Cooke's particular Friend, happen'd ac- . 
cidentally to reflect on. a Contormitt, 
on the account of hus being a Confor- . 
nyſt, I 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory.” 
miſt, Mr. Cooke immediately reproved - 
him with ſome keennels; the other Per- 


fon replying, 1 believe what I ſaid, is | 


true: Mr. Cooke preſently Silenc'd him, + 
deſiring him the with ſome earneſtnels - 


ef Speech to obſerve theApoſtle's Rule, - | 


Haſt thou Faith? Have it tothy felf,Rom. - 
14. 22.1 muſt alſo paſs over 1n Silence, .. 
Mr.Cook's unwearied and indefatigible - 
Labours in the work of the Miniſtry, . | 
in Praying, Preaching, Expounding the - |: 


Holy Scriptures, Catechiſing, and Per» - |. 
{onal Converſe from Houſe to Houſe; - | * 
_ tho 1n theſe things he very well de- - 
ſerves to be imitated by all Clergy- -Þ 
men of what ſort ſoever. - An exact - Þ 
Relation of Mr. Cooke's Loyalty would - | 
make a Volume, and repreſent him ſo |}: 


conſiderable on that account, I do-not 
ueſtion, but. moſt- would be apt to |} 
{ſuſpect the poſſibility of finding a com- -| 


pleat Parallel in the-Recards of Hu- | 
man -Hiftory. - His Loyalty was not 
like that ſo much talked. and- boafteg -}! 


of ſome Years ago, an empty. Name, . 


uſed to cover ED. ths Loyalty -WAS- | 


truly-_ 
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The Epiſtle Deditatory. th 


truly. Chriſtian. .He knew, how to ſuffer 


with Patience' aud Meekneſs, and with a 


| | temper of Soul very agreeable to that of the 


Holy Jeſus, whoſe Ambaſſador he was, and 


| . whoſe Example he followed. And he did 
| * actually ſuffer in that manner, both fr and 


oyalty 


ander the, ſame Government. True 
is a neceſſary property of a good Chriſtian 
and faithful Subjet. And I know not any 
one who-hath lived within .your Memory, 
who fo well deſerved your. imitation '1n 
this excellent Qualification, as your ancient 
Paftor. 'Fhis is indeed a Topick which de- 
ſerves. to-be enlarg'd on, . becauſe the thing 
has been ſo horribly Counterfeited, and the 
Name 1o ſhamefully, yea, more than villain- 
ouſly Abuſed. But I forbear, becauſe ſhould 
I expatiate, I may find my ſelf. obliged to 
drop ſome Expreſſions which would prove 
uneaſie to certain Perſons, who have hap- 
pened to bring themſelves-under fach Cir- 
cumſtances, they perceive it poffible for 
Men of haughty Spirits, who have ridt 
culd the. plea of Conſcience, who have 
been very: daring, contemptuous and tru- 
culent in their Behaviour and Carriage, to 
have ſome tender Places, And I am. not 
willing-to exaſperate any Man, if I may 
avoid it, with. Innocency. He Governed 
his Family with. great Prudence, and with 


much. 


\ . 
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much Stritneſs. I think no Man ever at- 
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tended more diligently to the intereſt 
of Religion in a Private Family, than he 
did. Every Morning and Evening after he 
+ had with his Family briefly implored the 
Divine afliſtance in Prayer and Praite, and 
a Blefling with that part of the Holy Scrip- 
tures wyich- was then to:be read, a Pſalm, 
or part of one was Sung, then a Chapter 
(in the Old Teſtament in the Morning, 
and in the New Teſtament inthe Evening) 
was read, which he Expounded,. reporting 
the principal parts of which it did confilt ; 
then he gave an account of the ſubſtance of 
It, -in as few-words as the matter and parts 
| of it would permit, .afterwards explained 
the greateſt Difficulties which did occur; 
and-in the laſt place ſhewed, what uſetul 
Inftruftions were eſpecially to be taken ' 
notice of, And then he ſpent at laſt a quar- 
ter of an- Hour in Prayer and: Praiſe, uſu- 
'- ally improving much of the Chapter that 
was read: into matter for the one or. the 
ether. He was an extraordinary Perſon for 
all the. parts. of Prayer, tho. commonly he 
did very much abound in cenfuſion of Sin, 
in admiring the Diviae Excellencies, and 
in praiſing of God for his Benefits of all_ 
forts. Oa all occaſions he was very impor- 
tunate: os the. Church of God, and wo 
GC. 


[s 


'\8 


| 
j 
[ 
|S 
| 
| 


F- 
=, 


The Epiſble Dedieatory. | 
the Kingdom of Qhrift might be Enlarged: 
He had no. Child of his ewn, but did freely 
take into his Family three or four Children, 
for whom at his awn. Charge, he provided | 
Food, Lodging and Raiment, and whom ' 
he - inſtructed in Religion and Human | 
Learning, in order to their attaining to 
ſerve their Generation according . to the 
will of God. Theſe .and the Servants he 
Catechiſed twice eyery Week, explaining 
every thing with a peculiar eafinefs, for the' 
helping them to underftand every particu- 
lar. When he could not any longer attend | 
on - his. publick Miniſtry, he did not grow 
Idle, but performed moſt parts of it in his 
own Family, with the ſame care and dili- 
gence he was accuſtomed to uſe in Publick, 
tho there were not ane Perſon more, than - 
thoſe of whom his Family did conſtantly 
confiſt. . He was a very ſtrict Confciencious - | 
obſerver of the Lord's Day. His Family 
was conſtantly to have their Worldly Bu-. 
ſingſs diſpatched by four or five of the 
Clock in the Afternoon of Saturday. Then- 
he beſtowed an Hour and an half or more 
with his Family, in explaining and apply- 
ing one or more Verſes of Jome Chapter | 
in the Bible, ( going over the Chapter, and 
uſually the-Book in order ) and in Prayer. - | 
After. that, every one-.in._ the Family 
ED was .. 
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was to £0 to his own Apartment for ſame 


time, either to learn the: Catechiſm, or tor 
poem Reading and Devotion. About 

ight of the Clock they Supped, and after 
that, he diſmiſſed his Family, according to 
his every days Cuſtom. He was always 
up early on the Lord's Day. Every one 
read a Chapter in the Morning ; he chen. 
ſpent at leaſt an Hour and an half in * 
pounding one or more Verſes of a Chapter, 
and in Prayer. Then he and his whole 
Family went to Church, ( I ſpeak now of 
the time after his publick Miniſtry ceaſed. ) 
About a quarter of an Hour atter they were 
returned home, he Prayed with his Family, 


repeated the Sermon they had heard in - _ || 


Publick, and Preached. and Prayed as he 
was wont to do in Pablick before he was 


'Silenced. A little time being allowed for 


Dinner, he and his Family went agaia to 
Church, and: allowing after their return . - 
home, more time for-every -one iin- Retire- 


ment, he performed the ſame Religious . 


Exerciſes he had performed betwixt com- 
ing from Church in the Forenoon, and 
going thither in. the Afternoon. Every . 
one in the. Family having after Sup- 


Tf per given an account of what they remem- 


red, he cancluded the dzy always with |Þ 
ſinging a Plalm, and-with falemn l_ - 
; rails _ ||: 
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| Praiſe and Thanksgiving. = He went 
through all this Labour and Work with un- 
accountable vigor, cheerfulneſs, and fervour 


|- of Spirit, -The Viſits he made were uſually 
very ſhort, and molt of the time was ſpent 


in pious Diſcourſe, or Prayer. He would 


be exceedingly uneaſie if he heard. any Per- 
ſon ſpoken of Reproachfully. He would 


ngt- by any Means permit any of his Friends. - 
and | 


| Acquaintance to uſe any harſh words 
concerning any Perſon who. had unexcu- 
ſably injured him. If he heard of their 
doing ſo, he would be ſure to reprove them 
_ ſharply. He was very free in reproving 
his Friends and Relations, and all thoſe 


. with whom he was Acquainted, as occaſion 


required, and in cautioning- them againſt 
the appearances of Evil, His Humility was 
almoft Aſtoniſhing ; and he fortified him- 
| lf to a ſtrange degree againſt every thing 
he'could ſuſpe& might fo much as have a 
tendency to tempt him to have even a 
moderate Conceit of himſzlf. T wrote to 
- him once and uſed the word Reverend to 
him ; he ſent me by the next Poſt a very 
Pious Letter,, wherein he gave me a Repri- 
mand for that word, and deſired me if [I 
thought fir, to uſe that word to others, yet 
not.to uſe it any more to him. He was 
wont. to be mightily concerned. when ever 


he. 
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ke heard of the outward Proſperity of his 
Friends, that they might be provided a- 
gainſt, and fecured from the temptations 
which attended ſuch a Condition. And when 
- ever he heard of their Adverſity, or being 
any way Afﬀidaed, how carneft were his 
Prayers that their Afﬀidtions might be 
Sandtified to them ! His Abſtinence, Mor- 
tification, Self-denial, and the ſtrict Watch 
he kept over himſelf, together with the 
heedful regard he had to Divine Providence 
in all Inſtances, would appear truly won- 
derful, could I give a full Relation of them. 
He did every Week ſet apart one whole 
day for private Faſting and Humiliation. 
He kept a conſtant Diary for his own pri- 
vate uſe, which he wrote, in Latin, but in 
ſich a Character, I am perſwaded no Man 
beſide himſelf, could read an intire Paflage. 
His Charity ( conſidering what he had to 
live on, and what has been already faid of 
it by the Bye) was as ſtupendious as any 
thing elſe. He would ſtrain to the utmoit 
to relieve the Indigent, What multuudes 
of Catechiſins, ec. did he Buy to giye to 
the Poor ! And how much Mony he be- 
ſtowed on poor Families, which he fre- 
quenely Viſited, that he might Inftruc, 
| Counſel, Exhort, and Comfort them, none 
can tell. For he diſtributed. his .Charity- 
with 


* The Epitile: Dedicatory. 


" with all the Secrecy he could deviſe. Great 
numbers of poor People were continually 
retieved at his Door. I believe no Man 
was ever more forward than he, to contri- 
- bute to the utmoſt of his Ability to promote 
any Charitable deſign, I never heard that 
any ſcemingly poor Perſon ever met him, 
and ask'd an Alms of him, who went away 
ftrem him without good Advice, and a 
larger teſtimony of his being affected with 
his appearing Poverty, than could reaſo- 
nably be expected from him. But often 
did he enquire after, and ſeek our Objeas 
and Opportunities for doing good in this 


kind. His regard to Righteouſneſs and . 


Juſtice, was ſo exact and tender, peradven- 
ture the like bach ſcarce been heard of 
I could name a Gentlewoman of goad 


Quality in Chefter, who offered Mr. Cooke 


ſome Monies, at a time when his Circum- 
ftances were indeed very mean, but he re- 
fuſed to accept of it, which occaſioned her 
to urge him more earneſtly to. accept of it, 
as a teſtimony of her Reſpe to bim ; bur 


he would not be prevailed wich-to receive. 


it; teling her art laſt, that he underſtood 
her Husband had ſome Creditors when he 
Died, and that they were not all as yet 
fully ſatisfied, and he could not in Con- 
ſcience receive Mony from her for his PWR 
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uſe, whatever his Straits might be,. as long 
as he knew her Husband's Debts were un- 
paid, He was a great follower of Peace, 
He was extraordinary plain in his Habit, 
and void of every thing that conld look 
like Flattery; but truly Civil, Courteous and 
Obliging, tho a perfe& ſtranger to that 


| Ceremoniouſneſs, which ic may be the want 


of his habitual Honeſty and Integrity, hath: 
brought ſo. far into Faſhion, as even to be 
eſteemed an Accompliſhment. He was a 
great Enemy. to the Pomps .and Vanities of 
this evil World, and perhaps the exacteſt 
obſerver of the Baptiſmal . Vow, that any 
(at leaſt). of theſe latter Ages of the World 
have produced. Thus far have I ſpoken: 
from my own Knowledge of that excellent: 
Perſon, and do but put you in remems 
brance gf what you more fully know. That 
Mr. Cooke continued this courſe opLife,thefa: 

Religious Exerciſes, and his Weekly Faſt, 


to the very Week in which he Died, I 
| have heen certified by one of you, a little 


after his Deceaſe, And that he was very 
patient and ſubmiſflive under his laſt Viſt- 
tation, being never heard to utter one com- 
Plaint ; that he ſpent the remainder of his 


ftrength and time in Pious Diſcourſe on. 


certain portionns of Holy Scripture, and in- 
pithy fervent Prayers, till he acually re- 
xy ſign'd. 
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77  fgn'd\ up his Spirit into: the hands of his | 
- beloved Jeſus ; which was about two or 
- .. three of the Clock in the Morning of the | 
Third of Fuly, 1684. and 734. year of his 


Age. 
The more you reſemble that holy Man 


 1n all thoſe Inftances which pertain to your | 


ſelves, and wherein he was a faithful fol- 
lower of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the more 
fuccesfully will you work out your own 


Salvation. : You will be diſpoſed to yield up 


your Souls to God in due time, in fuch a 
calm and comfortable manner, he refigned 


up his Soul. You will be prepared to enter _ 


mto that Reſt and Joy, you have ſuch a- 
 bundant cauſe toconclude he entred into the 


poſiefiion of almoſt Nine Years ago. Thife 
things which ye have both learned and received, 


and beard and feen in him, ( agreeable to the 
Goſpel of Chriſt) do, and the God of Peace 
ſhall be with you, This comprehends the beſt 
Advice I can give you, and the ſubſtance 
of the ſincereſt Prayer tendred unto God on 
your behalfs, [et 


* By Jour Obliged Faithful 


Styple, Fune 
8th. 1693. Friend and Servant, 


Sam. Bold. 
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Reader, "1 
TE of this Land have been of late 
entertained with a conſt ant Serzes. 
| of Providences, little leſs than Miracu- 
' loas, But our Murmurins antrattable 
Femper,our unreformed diſobedient Lives, 
| our averſion to, and our ſtiff, vehement, 
and unreaſonable Oppoſition againFit eve= 
ry . thing which hath a tendency to pro= 
.ote | the intereſt of Peace, Concord and 
| Holineſs, do not portend any Good. The 
Ferment. ſeems dajly to grow higher and 
higher, and who can tell what tremendous 
. Eruptions may follow? As long as our 
|W, ickedneſſes are multiplied, our Dan- 
 gers do mot certainly encreaſe, appear 
.me ever ſo Careleſs . and Tndifferent. 
| What aitoniſhing Calamities and. Con- 


fuſions 


* - © The Preface to the Reader. 


Faſeons. are_at hand, I cannot undertake | 
fo Relate, I dare ſcarce adventure to Su- 
ſpe. But if God \do whet his glit- * 
tering Sword, and his Hand take hold + 
of - Judgment, he will undoubtedly 
render Vengeance to his Enemies, he 
will reward themthat hate him, Dear. 
| 32. 41. 1 mny with good nſſurance affirm 
i the beſt S oo we mA every one 
"to for our ſelves, 35 'to make lure the | 
'Salvation -of our own Souls. Onr 4o- 
tng this, will not in the leaſt incom- | 
"mode the Pablick ;.it may advantage and 
benefit it greatly. If 'we do thus, we 
ſhall 'be prepared for whatſo ever it will 
"pleaſe our God in his infinite Wiſ- 
aom to permit. If we ſhall not be able 
to entertain the moft frightful Occur- 
rences, with leſs diſcompoſure than others, 
we ſhall -mo#t aſſuredly loſe leſs by them 
than they, ' becauſe our beit -and chiefe# 
Tntereits will be ſafe. For no Jooner will. 
4 period' be put to onr preſent Pilgrimage 
and Warfare, but an abundant Entrance 
-will be Mintitred to us into theeverla- 
Sting Kingdom of our 'Lord and Saviour 
2 | OT, Teſus 
—- | 


The Preface to the Reader. 


e | Jos Chrift. If ſome of theſe Sheets 
ad not been Printed before I knew they 
= were in the Preſs, this Diſcourſe mild 
1. have come forth in another form, and a 
7 | HCittle better Poliſhed. But if it ſhall 
> | pleaſe God to make it (asitis) ſer- 


- | wiceable to quicken any of you to, or aſſiſt 
» | youin 4 juſt concern for your own Salva- 
e| tion, my defign is anſwered, whoſe deſire 
and Prayer to God tor you all is, that 
you may be Saved. 


s Up 


$i WE 
A S. B. 
e 

: _ - fs 6: 
; 

þ 

[. 

S 

1 MAN's 
j 


w 4 


| 
n 'T 1 g | 4 


Every Man ſhould be principally Con-' 
cerned for the Salvation of his -own . 
- Soul.. | | Cs es £20 $ 


- 
4 CT & 
® o 
. 
þ 5-0Y , « I, 
. Fs > | # 
f # ST. * : 7 , 'vs 
a - « "TT = 4 4 a 2 
- : { . c | 
#. - R 


4 Fi 


Plalm XXXV. v._ 3, Part Laſt.' 
Say unto my Soat, Þ an thy Salvation: Is 


T-is very evident by this: Pſalm; that ; 

[ David (when he Compos'd it,): was ih 

very great Danger, in a- very: aftiaed 

and viſtrefſed Eftate, by: reaſon , of. the ex- 
ceflive Power;-inexorable :Rage;.:and im 
placable- Malice"ofthis Enemies.” Being-in 
this condition; hei-did- mort:depend: on'-any 
outward - Succours,.:nor © would he betake 
himſelf to any unlawtul Arts, but applied : 
B himſelc 
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; 
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_ dangers with which he was furrounded,aqul 


himſelf to God, committing himſelf to his 
Conduct, .Care - and ProteRion, earneſtly 


 Imporcuning him to undertake ior him, 


lead his Cauſe, maintain his Right, defeat 
is Adverſaries; and toi defend, help and 


edly the wileſtetxuric 
he co we | FATS 1s 
1 Ne 


ſtances wi & at har"ne 
clothed : For tho the. beſt People, thoſe for 
whom God hath a ſingular reſpe&, may be 
under; ſuch. :oppreflion - and perſecution, 
their cafe, may. to- outward appearance ſeem 


- = 
*, 
FI 


| altogether Remidileſs, yet their God' can 


ſoon alter the Scene, effetually - reſeue 
and command Deliverance for them. 


Theſe words, Say unto my Sul, 1 am thy 


Salvatiov, may be conſidered either, 

Firſt, As an affeQ&ionate and earneſt de- 
fire; that God:would inwardly aſlure. him, 
that he would effequally Save and Deli- 
ver hins rom. thoſe external} difficulties; aust 


by-reaſory of which his caſe appeared quite 
Defperare. ': He Was Very: wall Gatkfied; God 


_ eonld::make his Enenyes: examples of :his 


Vengeance,an:propbetibtte the Malice agd 
Wickedneſs chey):haddiſcoyered (ir thef 
unult Perfecuring ofi:hjim;.how- numerqus, 
DUIb4 75 3:10 ature ers powerfal 
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powerſul-a ad. crafty. ſhover they: were. -But | 
this was Tor: ,cyough- te quiet; and. pacific” | 
his\Mind,, and. tdiſpeh thoſe fears and fu-> | 
ſpicions-whichidid frequenty-diforder him, 
and, maks thoſe Burthens: others did-lay up- 
on, him, ; machi more; weighty!.and-inſup-, 
portable -than optes Lubes would: Haze : 
been. D in $ Yj6I voula Þ a fluctuating! 
and. upſetttkd.Erame, till AT would: aſſure: | 
him. he wonld 'undertake his Defence, and- 
cauſe himto ſee-a- happy: period po to that 
ungrateful and: difiogeniois, that. rude; yea, - 
barbagops Lreacment'and- ar with. 
which, he probe Exeraiſed oy og tinio, I 
ready. to moth ol Giok pr - 51: 

. Or, Secopdiyy As noting. his diverting from + 


what.he,had juſt;before heen-ſo intent up-, | 


Iezand vehemently concerned abone; and: | 
19RViHg his pradem Trotibles! and; Cala-: - 
rattiesodnd:.cbis ifexvent! Supplications for | 
help againſ\, and deliverance: from them and. 
their Authors, ta- excite and quicken: him 
9.4 morg»aftecionate And- ardent Praying: 
thas: Whatever his Portion! ryght bein this. 
ond,. yes God;wortd be pleaſed- to cer-- 
rifie ham, that his Soul * Pond be Saved: 
Which 1SEertainlyione of -the"tbeſt uſes we _ 
can;; make Oy and outward Afflifti- 


ONs,, = | 
B 2 We © 
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ha et ad he 


V”__Y 


4) FER Gree But 
hy > nite ht Ha, Ai 


2:We tmay perte 
ſaddayſtbpits 


oP /De-? 
|. | Fu PET om mh dofthes” part'of 1 t 
Verſe,:-and'the: 'other'two t which, "Comme By: | 


fore it, and; eurtiing-that: Stream into ano- 
ther: Channet; ſpeak 


fore-ehtitely 'refer thar-'to thy* infinite Wil. 


dom : Butiyet thereis:/one thing I cannot, 


I will not be'denied';, one: thing FT deſire -a- 
bove all ::othier, -and- if thou [wilt- grant 


me that, 'L ſhall -have As :much?"as I-caf' 
wiſh ;/ it "will fully i ſatishe- me.''' The'thitis 
I thus imporcunately'beg}'is that (thou wit 
aſſure me, My Soul ſhall be: aved.'* 


How well would it become 'us? How 
much would it be:to our advantage 'to' im- 
prove outward. Calamities; t0 raak& us/eini-' 
nently, concerned'for the welifare 3nd hap- 


pineſs of our Souls? 'To make'tis more ar- 


vent in our Prayers, and Vigorons in our 


Endeavours to obtain a good affurance, 


char Goa will certainly conduct us into that 
« Y1 | bleſſed 


to this efeR.: [Lord'! 
cheT. amver EE is diſtfeffed 'E" 
ſtate!I am Ro ir, Te cheevrore K hiye beef 
1s importunate with thee; to flead my Canſe, 
| and fand up for my Help, yet the deliverance 
' Thave been begging being bur a : Temporal 
Mercy, -I dare'het be peremptory, or askit. 
abſolutely at thy Hands; nor? 6d: would 
luch 2 Dativerdnce-fully fitisfle'me I there-* 
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Thould all.. of, us be principally: buſiec> te 


bleſſed Eſtate he. hath prepared for thent ; 


.He' doth ſet.apart for himſelf?  'Þ 


,. But if) there were no-room for this laft-In- | 


adm 


.- OT 


cerned far'the Salvuation'of his own Soul, We" 


lx: own ,\Soufls, 
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Mazzs Great Duty. - bd 
In diſcourfing of this Do&rin; I-will-ob- | 
ſerve this plain and caſje Methed.-' Fir. I | 
will explain the ' words it whichiit”#s Pro- 
pounded. Secondly,Mind! you-of lomeRea- | 
ſons why every Man ſhould'be' ſo concern- 
ed for the Salyarion of *Wis- Soul.” Thirdly, 
Take notice of ſome Inferences, which the 
Point will evidently afford, and which may. 
and ought to''be improyed* by us to onr ! 
great Advantage. NN I 
Firf,'T am-to explain the terms of the 

Propoſition, which may be done by anfwer- | 
ing theſe two Queftions. Firſt, What are 1 
we to underſtand by ©the Salvation of the : 
Soul? Secondly, *What: 15 meant by-a:Per- 
"Jon's ' being very mach concerned for it? * 
- Firf, What are we to'nnderftand by the 
Salyation of the Souſ? + Dot 2 
The' Soul is/ the moſt 'excellent part of * 
Man; thar parton which the Tmage of God * 
was at firſt principally Stamp'd and Tm- ; 
printed, 'which' doth diftingaith him from, 
anddightifie him above -all the -lower- parts 
of the *Creavion, and which renders him . 
capable of Knowing, Loving, Serving and - 
Enjoying God, the Sovereign -Govod; *Itis 1 
an immaterial, ſpiritual 'Sabſtance; which, is 
not like 'the Body; tyable +6'Cortuption 
and Death, bur when” Rparated-from fit, | 
doth enter into a State either 'of ſich Hip- - 
7 RT piftels.... 
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pineſs and. Pleaſure we cannot at preſent 
form an adequate Idea of, or of Miſery and 
Torment, altogether unconceiveable. In 
which Eſtate it muſt continue unalterably 
co all Eteriuty. 

. The Salvation ofthe Soul then, is its ex- 
emption and Freedom, as. from all the Sins 
Temptations and Evils, unto which Man 1s 
oD2NOKIOUS in this Life, fo from all the Mile- 
rics, Curſes and Plagues Sin doth expoſe and 
make Man lyable to 11 the next World, 
- and its fruition of God and Chriſt, and all 
chat Glory and Bleſſedneſs in Heaven, God 
hath prepared for, and promiſed thorough 
Chriſt to them, who faithfully accept of, 
and comply with the terms he hath. pro- 
pounded in his Word, Rom. 6.22, 23. Roms. 
21. 6, 7, &c. Matt. 25. 34... | 

If any one {houid now enquire why the 
Salvation. of the Soul is ſo. much inſiſted on, 
when it is moſt true in it ſelf, and certain 
unto Chriſtians, that the Body :as well 
as the Soul, -will in the next World be in a 
State of Happineſs, or Miſery for ever? Orc 
why. People ſhould not rather be minded, 
that it, behoves them to take. care. to. pro- 
vide for the Salvation of their whole Man, 
than thus to be put'iin mind of, and excited 
to concern themſelves for the Salvation of 
Qne;part. of themſelyes. ; 

| c 
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It: may. be . pertinently, enough replied, 
That the.Soul being the; nobleſt part, is or- 
dinarily;put:fap the, whole: Man;:: So-that 
for a. Perſon to mind. the .Salvation of his 
Soul, 15 the,. fame, thing.;with -his; minding 
the Salvation of linſelF” :, Our bleſſed Savi- 
our. ſpeaking of. this ſame matter, the Evan- 
geliſt..St. Matthew, .relates his: diſcourſe in 
theſe. words, For. what 3s & Man profited, if he 
ſhall ' gain the whole World, ' and loſe his own 
. Soul # Or. bat ſhall.'a Man give. in Exchange 
for bis Soul 2; Mate. 16:26. St.,Luke deiivers 
it thus, - For what i. a Man. adwantaged, if he 


gain the . whale World; and loſe himſelf, or be 


. 


hs Body, Wet the Soub is depart- 
edLfrom it, doth not.-preſently;paſs. unto a 
Stare of Torment, or Joy, but is laid in the 
Grave,where it remains without any ſenfe af 
either, till the Reſurrection, whence. it-muſt 
be rajfed up,. and. fitted: for,.and united to 
its.0wn.o0Ul, . to. ſhare with. .in.that State 
to; which: it was afligned immediately after 
it. was ſeparated from.che Body. . The.Soul 
after its departure from the. Body, appears 
betore God.and isfentenced to. a State cicher 
ol; Horror and Torment, or of Satisfaction. 
Joy, and: Pleaſurc, Iumke 16. 22,:2.3. Luke 
23. 43-.90 that the. Salvation of the Soul. 
doth note a freedom from Sin, Miſery, and 

Eo! ment 
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Torment, and'enjoying' x State of eminent 
 Dehglir and: Happineſs, immediately upon 
Body ſhall be/again utiired *6the- Sou)," it 
muſt partake 'of *the' ſame HMappinefs with 
the Soul. The'Salvation''of 'the' Soul: im: 
plies and 'comprehendsin' it the Salvation of 
the whole: Man. The happineſs or miſery of 
the Body-at tho Refirretion, : depends on 
the happy or wretchett Eftate the Soul was 


its departure'out of this World: - Wheii the 


confipned'to-at its departufeifrom the Body: 


All that awe mn-the Graves ſhall hear bis Voite, 
and ſhall come forth ; they that have done $006, 
unto the RefurreFion of Life; and they that have 
done evil, unto the RefurreFion of: Damnation, 
Joh. 5: 28;/29/Dair 75-2700 OE 

Secondly, 'What'is itfora Perfon to be very 
much concerned for the ' Salvation” of his 
Soul ? NO en 40 Fo 

Anſiv. To' be firmly perſwaded, that'it 15 


of extraordinary” importance to . him, to 


have his 'Salvation well ſecured; 'to deſire 


ardenly that it may beſo, and to'apply his 


utmoſt endeavours to' make it ſure, by a 
due,and regularuſe of thoſe Means God hath 
appointed for this purpoſe. He hath a ſound 


knowledge: of what the. Salvation of-hs 


Soul doth 'mean. He often; thinks with 
himfzIf of what conſequence and 'moment 
itis to him, that he ſhould be Saved: * He 


fre- 


. p 
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ſeriouſly thinkihg of, reaſoning, and expo- 


ſtulating with themſelves about thef?/mat- 


ters? Tiay,what canwe think:of them,bue 


that they'*are darigerduſly beſotted by Satan 


and their Lufts," if not dreadfully forſaken 
and piven over of God in juſt Judgment; to 
20.0n Inconfiderately to the Vengeance of 
the Great Day ? We + muft} at leaſt con- 
clude'they ate not mnch concerned for the = 
ſalvation of theit Souls. We ſhould certain- | 


ly withont any'difficulty, make ſich de- 
termination in another: Caſs ſo Eircum- 


{tanced]. 
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Hanced.- He feedeth on Aſhes, a deceived Heart 
bath. rurned bim. aſide, that be cannot deliver 
tis Soul, nor ſay,,is there not a Lye in yy right 
Hend? But:ih, we are really perſwaded that 
2 15 not. a matter of indifferency, whether 
our... Souls be faved or not, and that. there 
cannot. be-any thing of ſuch. extraordinary 
conſequence and; moment to us, as having 
our Salvation ſecured, : our thoughts will 
| be very. much., employed about it :: And 
theſe will. excite. and ſtir up affections in 
fome proportion to the ſenſe we have. of its 
worth, and how much our imtereſt is wrap- 
ped up; therein. So. that, we ſhall not. be 
atisfied with any thing, io long as we:per- 
ceive this is in. hazard. We ſhall pant and 
' breath : after this, as what is indiſpenſably 
neceflary to our. being .Happy ; That in 
which our whole welfare conſilts, and with- 
out which all. other. things are. infipid, are 
as nothing,. yea , burthenſom, and - vex- 
atious. « have. longed for thy Salvation O 
Lord, and thy Law x my delight, Plal. 119. 
'E, > WES | | 
Kd he who is thus-affeced towards the 
ſalvation of his.Soul, will diligencly. obſerve 
the directions God hath. given, and uſe the 
means he hathappointed, in.order to: a Per- 
ions making his Salvation ſure. He will be 
carefal tv.take. Gad's way to: ſecure his Sal- 
| vation. 
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vation, for he knows none;but God can 
ſave; his-Soul,;and, that; God :will not fave 
him-but in his.own- way. He penitently, 
and- with great humility and reverence, be; 
takes himſelf co Chriſt ; faithfully depends 
on him, and with much fidelity follows 
his Counſel, being fenſible that os. an 
cometh to the Father, but, by him, Joh;.1 4. 6: 
And that there is not any \-Name given un; 
der - Heaven but his,- whereby 2e muſt be Sa- 
wed :- Neither: is-there, ſalvation. in . any, other, 


Ads 4. TY. With how much greater fer- 4 


vour doth he pray for this, than forall other 
things? As the Hart: panteth after the. Water: 
brooks; ſo panteth my | Soul after 1bee O. Gad; 
wy - Soul thirfteth for God, for - the, living God; 
when ſhall I come and appear before God, Pial. 
42. 1,2. O God, thou art my God, early will 
T feek thee ; my Soul thirſteth for thee, my. Fleſh 
longeth for thee,in. a dry and thirſty HAY pt 
10 Water m8. Thy lowing kindneſs z better than 
Life, Plal. 63;.1. And he: makes great Con- 
{cience. of keeping God's Commandments. . 


- Lord, I haws hoped for thy Salvation, and. dote 


thy Commandments, Plal. 119; 166 _ +; 

The Salvation of -his-Soul; hath- a- more 

fettled prevailing.conſtant-power over hiny, 

than all other: things, have. He: gives -this 

the Preference [above all;- and.,brifhgs all o- 

ther. things. to. a ſubordination-#0. it: FA 
at 


4 Man's:Great Duty. 

hath ſuch a fixed [prevailing  inflaence- on 
him throughthe whole! courſe of his-Life, 
that all other things are' meaſared, efteem- 
ed, judged of, approved, or diſapproved, 
according to'the relation and-tendency they 
Have to further or obſtru& this, He that 1s 
- very much and duly concerned for the falva- 


tion of his Soul, is ordinarily thus affeaed; 
thus diſpoſed, thus reſolved. - oo 


- He will not I giVe Way to, or 
adventure *on' any thing, he'is ſenſible will 
endanger, obſtruct, or hinder the Salvation 
of his Soul, tho he hath never ſo many in- 
ducementstoit,on other accounts; he.dares 
not adventure his Soul for 'the- pleaſures of 
Sin, the-profits 'of the World; the applauſe, 
approbation, efteem''and- favour of Men. 
Shall-T pay fo dear for theſe fading, periſh- 
= atry things at preſent; as to accaſion my 

ad-and -mournfal repenting of my pur- 
vhaſe and bargain to''all Eternity ? '* God 
forbid I ſhould everbe/ſb infantouſly-Sottiſh, 
fo exectably Witked;ro pawn my Soul, and 
Rake my. Salvation at fic 


indigrity | and' "contempt ito' the Proczoys 
Blo0d-of the ©gvenant; 'as-:to ſell-it'at-1tic 
a-conmmen and unhallowed Price.- '- 
 Vea, hetwiltapply himſelfwith-vigor to 
any thing *he' underſtands from. the et” 
, I = . O 


ch a diſingenuous, * 
impious and unworthy*ratez'to offer ſuch 


—_—_— 
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 encotmter-yery formidable Sſcouragements; 
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of God ; will promote and further his Sal 
vation, tho he perceives: he ſhall -certai 


he” will paſs quietly-through: ireproaches; 
pariently'ſuftain Loffes, -and eheorfully” en- 
os Tribulation, and {human Barbarities, 
rather than omit, -or negtke&-- any thing 
which pertains 'to, and 'muſt -accartipaty, 
and. will help forward his Salvation7="TH6 
Bonds” and AMiitions abide-with" me; 4nd 
wait for me every where; yet nonevof theſe 
things ought to 'move. me 'Lord; let me 
never count my. Life dear- to my ſelf, fo 
bart Met Parks Fol eden 
betr I 1: oyery "Perfon”'bii 
intiche concerned-for the-Salvatiott 
* Nth owir 'Sonl'; ;you archot: to Underſtand 
this as iff F did: exclude our being obliged 
to concern our felves for other Peoples Sal- 
vation : Thofe+ who -are* 'unconeerned for 
their'own' Salvationowill -mot' be" heartily 
concernied/for *the'Swation 'of other Peo- 
rec Souls; | They'*may* do ſeveral *things 
( being indaced: thereunts by ſome"-meart 
and-ſelfiſh conſiderations) by which others 
may be much,"advantaged -and- aflited i int 
working out. their ou Salvition:-Butth 
who are altggether xrdlek of theiron 
Souls, will: b& every 56 "as Jittle'! cdhatned 
for othets: "But hewho-is truly ſenſible on 
 - 
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t worth of a Soul, .and the weigh- 
eſs of Salvation, 4: wy therefore is. hear: 
ily: upto own. Pond may.. be 

ed, wilkin, i his, bx meal 
be- , concerned tha if Ltd inalf: be faved 
TOO. | 

- -Having ſaid _ —_— in order:to. a..di- 
ret. explaining of the Dogrin, I amin 
|. thejnexe. place; - ::;/i i, "te 
| Secondly,” 'To..;prop ound. ſome Reaſons, 
why, we- ſhould-.every. one. be. very much 
concerned. for the ; Rane of. our own. 
Souls ? And they are theſe... | 

Firſt, God: hath. by. his; lain and expreſs 
Command, made . it our. Duty., ;We; can- 
not but acknowledge, both,. thas, God hath 
an  unqueſtionable.,right to:appaint -us our 
Work and that he beſt Ke ands what 
it-Is we ought to,make our principal Buſt: 
neſs. -,So-that if.he hath. enjoyned us.to be 
more concerned for.our Salvation than any 
thing elſe; we are; gbliged unto.it: by. all the 
reſpect: we owe unto. him, and that defer- 
ence which is due, from us, to lis. Autkori- 
ty. . We cannot be regardleſs of Salvation, 
but we:muſt be juſtly. Toptzed guilty .of. of- 
fering,. the , moſt horrid. and; unexcuſable 
Contempt-to: the, Divine, Majeſty ;, of. re- 
nouncing.. his. Authority, ari and. refuſing , to 
obey-him in;an Inſtance. wherein his Grace 

an 


rg. and proportion 
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and Love, his regard to, and tendernels for 
our chiefeſt good, are eminently manifeſt- 
ed. God's Command ſhould ſway with us 
in any caſe, more than any thing elſe, but 
eſpecially in a. caſe of this nature,” where 
we have ſo evident a Demonſtration, that 


the Command it ſelf chiefly reſpects our 


higheſt Advantage. How can a refuſal co 
comply with and obey fuch a Command, 
eſcape being Interpreted, to proceed from 
a ſpightfulneſs againſt God, and an unac- 
countable hatred and malice to our own 


Souls? And can any thing be enjoined in 


plainer terms, in more expreſs words, than 
our Lord hath uſed in commanding us, to 
concern our ſelves. very; much, and to uſe 
our utmolt care and beſt diligence, to pro- 
vide for, and make ſure of -Salyation, and 
eternal Felicity in the next World ? Could 
any thing be ſpoken with greater Empha- 
ſis, or repreſented with more Earneſtneſs, 
and better teſtifie the .utmoſt - force; and 
ſtrength of Afﬀection, than. what you.read, 
Deut. 30. 19, 20. Icall Heaven and Earth to 
record this day againſt. you, that I have ſet be- 


fore you Life and Death, Bleſſing and Curſang : 


Therefore chuſe Life, that both thou and thy 
Seed may Live ; that thou may't love the Lord 
thy God, and that thou may (t obey his. woice, 
and that thou may ſt cleave unto him ; for he us 

| | 1 
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" thy Life and the ſtrength of thy days. Are 
' you-not in expreſs terms commanded, To 
work out - your 0wn Salvation with Fear and 
Tremvling * Phil. 2,'12, And to give diligence 
to-make your calling and eleFion ſure, that an 
entrance may ve mmiſtred to you abundantly in- 
to the everlaſiing Kingdom of our Lord, and 
Saviour Feſns Chrift, 2, Pet. 1. 10, It. And 
to feek firſt the Kingdom of God and his Righ- 
\ teonſneſs,, Matt. 6.33. And to ftrive-to enter 
I ar the ſtrait Gate, Tmke 13. 24- 

New, can any thing be fo execrable, as 
to chooſe -to deſtroy and make your ſelves 
eternally Miſerable, rather than practically 
own God's Authority, -and obey him in 


-that, whereinihe bath: given the fulleſt dil- 


" £overy . of his having a ſingular regard to 
'Fyour'preateſt and unconceivable Happineſs? 
The*' Command of God ſhould fway and 
prevail with 11s to apply our ſelves 'to.any 
thing «tho ever ſo difficult, tho we were 
perfetly ignorant, of the Reaſon, why he 
. doth:enjoyn'and make 'it our Duty. But 
' how-much more then ſhould his Command 
influence us, when ' we evidently perceive 
the reaſon of his Command is.moſt exprel- 
five of his Love, and doth apparently carry 
with it a wonderful force drawn'from Ptin- 
- ciptes To deeply rooted in onr Natures,as are 
-ottr own Preſervation and Happinels * =_ 
” 1ntereit- 


* 
- _ Ce ee en OCs 
Ine tt 8 ns IIS EIU. Wen EPR. re 


Mm O 


. w. v7 TT 43 TT 8 . mes Fy YUP. T& a Yo WS ww 


1 ww 


Muzs's \Great- Duty. 19 
intereſting his Authority -thus in this mat- 
ter, ſhould not''only prompt ns'!to take-no- 
tice 6fi-che' cender regard - he hath- to'our 
perfect Felicity,- but alfo how'' prone 'we 
are to be: careleſs of, - and negle& it, and 
with what heedfultieſs, care 'and- diligence 
it behoves us to attend to: and follow it, leſt 


-we ſhould -fail and miſcarry- in ſo-impor- 


tant'a Buſineſs, £107 &: 0] : 

Secondly, Te-is a buſineſs ef-luch weight 
and eonfequetice, thatar/is to':render us''ca- 
pable of attending to'ir, 'and-to. aſlliſt and 
quicken ''tis to carry it -on wieh* Succels ; 
that we' are endowed with thole- faculties 
which -are peculiar-to us, -as-we are rational 
Creatures; and that weiare entruſted with 
Life-and Time; after-that 'we: arrive years 
off Diſcretion ; - and "that:thoſe 'advantages 
are afforded ts which are fingularlyſadapt- 
ed to further us init/ -* All-thete are Talents 
committed -to -our 'truft ; -and thoſe who 
will- acknowledge them-X0- be ſuch; '\muſt 
needs own, they ought to -be employed-to 
the ends for which' they / areCeſpectally de- 
ſigned: ' Now, ſeeing they are-peculiarly 
fitted both in their-own Nature, - and by 
divine Appointment, - to promote our Sal- 
vation, it mult greatly: concern us to' uſe 
them for-that-purpoſe, for which-they were 
mended.” - As'the' Members and- parts of 


Our 
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our Bodies are haturally ficted and particu- 


larly deſigned- for-the preſervation, nouriſh- 
ment, and. perfe&on of our outward: State, 
ſo.our rational Powers.and - Faculties are di- 
realy and-immediately;prepared and appoit- 
ed tobe uſed to ſecure and advancethe good 
and welfare of our Souls. Our Underſtand- 
ings, Wills, and Aﬀe&ions, are never em- 


ployed 1o pertinently, as when, they are 


duty. exerciſed. about- choſe nuatters, which 
will- contriþute: moſt; effeRually. ro our Sal- 
vation. This-is the nobleſt and moſt excel- 
lent uſe we can make of them. And if they 
colud not be improved. to this purpoſe, it 
would not - be a yaluable advantage to 
be - endowed, with: them. This is. alſo 
che great buſineſs for which God... doth 
allot us time in this World. . We havs in; 
deed other things to employ. our ſelves a- 
bout, whilſt we are here in the Body, but 
all other Buſineſſes are ſubordinate,ſhould be 
ſubſervient to this. -- For this is the one thin 

neceſſary. Lite and Time are; not allotted 
us, meerly to.Ear and. Drink and take our 
Pleaſure and: Paſs-timeihere ;-.or meerly to 
drudge and toil for the neceſlaries or varie- 


ties of a temporary, State,but chiefly to pro-. 


vide for a future and 'eternal Happineſs, by 
ſuch ways as God hath preſcribed. For 
what-is to be done, by us 1n order, to our 

Salvation, 


* 
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Salvation, mult. be done whilſt we have 
our abode'in' this World.” Ir* will be'too 
late to think of buſyibg our ſelves for our 
Salvation, when we are removed ' hence. 
The night cometh , (ſaith our Saviour ) 'when 

ng Man can work, Joh. 9. 4.- Whatſoever there- 

ore thy band findeth to >, do "it with = 

might, for for irhere /i3 no work, nor device, 
Fs. Jedge, nor i dom, its the Grave, Lhher 
thou goeſt, Eccle. 9. To. So teach ws < O Lord) 
ro number our days, that we may #pply. our 
hearts unto Wiſe Wiſdom, Pſal. 90. 12. 

 Can'Wei imagit it is for any thingelfe biit 
to oblige us to, and aflift us" Ef the- "minding 
of our Salvatton,” and'to excite and quicken 
us to'a' great, regukir; and- due” concerned- 
nef for it,that God doth-afford ns his Word, 
Ordinances, and. the means of Grace? Are 


,they not all evidently deſigned, to:mind us 


that this" ' that PR which we thojuld be 
moſt concerned, and: to direct, help, and 
lead us in the true, 1 SF Boy and moſt ſait- 
able way unto Salvation?” Tit. 2.11, 12, 13. 
And is it not certain,' that . .onr n CY 


to improve: 'Goſpel >advantg &,tot this -par- 
poſe, will" xd cog enero == _ 
ger; and*render on [Se n_—_ 


than ordinarily” Dolorous, pe Dc<adfil 
Wo unto thee Corazin : Woe wnite thee Beth- 
ads, &c. Matt- 11. 20, '&%. How ſhall we 


eſcape 
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deaps if we neglett þ great: Salvation * Heb: _ 
2.3. Tay, alle th the conſideration. of the. 
Salvation of: the. Soul, and. People: may. at- 
tend to, :and follow all their other, Buſine(- 
ſes and Afﬀairs every jot+as well, without 
the Goſpel; as with it. _. = 
Third, The ſalvation : of a Man's Saul, | 
is.2 matter of the. greateſt conſequencg.. he. | 
can pallibly concern. himſelf about, \ It is 
agreeable to the diftates of Realori and the. 
xims of. Prudence, that we ſhoutd. be 
moſt concerned for that which-dath. malt 

concern. us. . And doubts, that wh 
of the. greateſt worth-and. exce lency'n ir 
{41f, in, which, all. our: Interef 5 are wrant 
up ;, and. without which, there. is no poſit 
bility: of our being lafe,and happy, isof : 
greateſt. ent. imaginable to,us;, and is 
es. which it [Eo ag and; congerns- us, to 
our, utmoſt Io: abaue; and fuch is hs 

Sa atian-of.o' py _ 
-For if our Souls. SO of anc | happy; is, is 
not poſlible 1 we ſhould be Mi erable. If we 


are us n. the way tg. Salvation, and have 
an tort in God. thror CART fo. that 
his 'power .becomes \ gaved.. -£1! keep" us 


ſafely unto Salvation; kr what, will bappei 
unto, us here, it cannot make unhappy, 
It will. got 5 long, before. we ſhall be.per- 
RAY, out.of the reach of every: thing that * 

can | 
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can be called Evil : And a well: grounded, 
hope of Salvation, will, , make .any thing, 
Portable which can. befall-us in this, World. 
And as ſoon as we have. paſsd thrangh. 
this Wilderneſs, and are got from. amonglh_ 
the Briers and Thorns which grow here be-.. 
low; we ſhall. inherit; a. Pleafure, a Joy, 2. 
Portion; . in; compariſon. with: which, all: 
that this World.. can. afford, is in every re-. 
ſpec leſs, and more. inconſiderable . than.. 
the. emptieſt Dream, or moſt” fleeting Sha- 
dow we can think of, Why then ſhould 
we,be afraid, of any thing that cannot. hin- 
der us from being . for :ever Bleſſed ? We 
ſhonld not be. afraid- ol, any thing but Sin, 
'tis that alone, which is diſpleaſing to God ; 
that alone. which expoles to eternal Mlt-. 
ſery: *Tis only that. which. can hinder our 
attamung to the Salyation of our Souls, Matt, . 
IO. 28. | dds | 
But if our Souls Miſcarry, all other. 


» % I»> & 


the Pleaſures, Riches Honors, - Bravery, 
: | Applauſe 
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Applauſe, &c. in the World, tho enjoyed 
without any Interruption, the whole ſpace 
of a Man's abode on Earth, will not avail,or 
profit, help, or comfort him-one jot,willnot 
abate or qualifie his Sorrow and Torment 
one Moment,when his Soul doth fink under 
the weight of its own Guilt, and God's juſt 
Indignation,into unquenchable Flames. For- 
mer enjoyments are paſt, and ended, what 
was left behind, will not purchaſe one Mi- 
nutes Eaſe: And the remembrance of an- 
tiquatred Delights and Pleaſures, will but 
encreaſe and make preſent Tortures more 
wracking and vexatious ; heighten and in- 
creaſe thoſe Torments and Horrors, which 
do every Minute unconceivably over-weigh 
all the Jollities of an ill-ſpent Vitious Lite. 
What can you conceive more terrifying than 
to hear it ſaid, Remember thou in thy Life- 
time receivedſ® thy Good Things, Luke 16. 
oy | | 

"pefides 2 due concernedneſs for the Sal- 


vation of our Souls, is the ſureſt courſe we- 


can take, to be provided with what is moſt 


convenient for us; till we arrive at the end | 


of our Faith and Hope, the Salvation. of our 
zouls. ' We' have reaſon enough to be well | 


ſatisfied', if: we have* Journy-proviſion, 


where we are Strangers and Pilgrims, if as 


ſhall 


ſoon as eyer our Journy is over, we 
42s enter 
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enter into the Heavenly Canaan, and be for 
ever with the Lord. And if we be duly con- 
cerned for our Salvation, we have as*good 
aſſurance as can be deſired, to be ſupplied 
with what infinite Wiſdom ſhall judge moſt 
fit and convenient for us, during our Tra- 
vel. Our allowance of outward things ſhall 
be more, or lefs, according as our Heavyen- 
ly Father ſhall ſee moſt for our good. 
Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of God and his Righ- © 
teouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall be added un- 
to you, Matt. 6. 33. The Lord God is @ Sun 
and Shield ; The Lord will give Grace and 
Glory; no good thing will. he withold from 
them that walk uprightly, Pſal. 84. 11. ; 
_  Fourthly, A (great | concernedneſsfor the 
Salvation of the Soul, .is the only 'way to 
fecure it. Negligence, Sloth and Heedleſs- 
neſs, are not look'd on as the way to great, 
honourable and comfortable Fruitions, in 
this World; why .then ſhould they be 
thought conſiſtent with a rational expecta- 
tion of the glorious things which are Teſer- 
ved in Heaven ? If you are ſenſible of the 
worth of your Souls, and do defire they 
may be Saved, you muſt needs own you 
ought to be much concerned for their Sal- 


. vation; or you muſt renounce and depart 


from the common Rules of Reaſon, and 
from thoſe Principles by which re 
G (0) 


and regardlefineſs as to this, which is of in- ! 


- to you than all other things can be? More- | 
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Sa,govern themſelves, in ſeeking after w ha 
3s. of great value.in it ſelf, or what they do 
magnifie by their own Phancies and Tekin: 
ginations, unleſs you do know ſome other 
way, by which their Salvation may be 
made ſure. Now,the Salvation ofthe Soul de- 
pending wholly on the free Grace and good 
Pleaſure of God,there cannot be any way to | 
ſecure it, but what God hath been pleaſed 
to fix upon and appoint. Can you therefore | 
produce a proof that God hath revealed, | 
and declared, that it is his purpoſe to fave / 
any one who is of years of Diſcretion, whe- | 
ther he do or do not-concern himſelf in | 
good earneſt for his Salvation ? If you can- | 
not produce a Revelation that is very plain | 
and expreſs to this efte, you run the great- | 
eſt risk imaginable, and a& with the great- 
eſt inconſiſtency that can be, with the Prin- 
ciples of Reaſon and Prudence : If you be | 
not mightily concerned for your Salvation, | 
How unavoidably will all the methods you | 
uſe, with reſpect to other Matters, upbraid, | 
reproach, and condemn your inadvertency, | 


finitely greater confideration an importance | 


over, you may remember it hath been pro-} _ 
ved to you by expreſs Scripture, that» God | 
hath appointed this as the courſe you mult | 
take , if you will make your Salyation ſure. 


Indeed, 
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Indeed our: concernedneſs::for the Salva- 
tion 'of our Souls,:;be:it ever:'{b;greaty;floes 
not; nor cannot procure* their:$a vation;;by 
virtue of its. own intrinſick-worth and ex» 
cellency. We cannot be our own Savioursz 


| We are wholly beholding to the Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt and to. free; Grage for falyati- 
on: | But:we muſt in-obedience to God, ac< 
quit our. ſelves ſtrenuouſly for'-our.:Salva- 
con, in uſing: thoſe ; means, .and following 
thoſe dire&tions he hath: appainted. and .afs 
ſigned for this purpoſe, depending upbn him 
to Santifie and make this obediental.comy 
pliance with his bleſſed: Will. Eiteual,. for 
the preparing} us: for, and bringing us unto 
that Salvation,; whereunto.-he-hath-appoint- 
ed the ſame. Our coming to Chriſt when 
we are truly ſenſible of oue; Wants and Mi- 
ſery hath. no- intrinſick/Vertue; and Excel- 
lency of its :qwn, .to-purchaſe -and procure 
us Acceptance withihim, yet it 15 the necel- 
fary and: onhy fuccelsfus. way, a::conynced, 


fenfible,: humbled Sinner can take to obtain 


acceptance with: him. This being, what he 


Commands, and that to which he hath, an- 


nexedhis'compaiiionate and - merciful Pro- 


miſe, Fob. 6. 37. Matt.1 128: The necel 
fity- there is of our'taking the! qpurle have 


been diſconrſing of, doth * principally. ariſe 


_ -from God's appointment : The ſiccefsful- 


2. nels 
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 nef5of it; ariſeth; wholly from the vouch- 
| ſafements'6f Divine Grace. | 
(*Ffthly, 'Every:: Perfon's concernedneſsis 
neceflary to'the'Salvation:of his own Soul. 
T ſpeak to Perſons who are of years of Di- 
ſcretion; and' my Diſcourſe 'is* about the 
Salvatien'of thoſe who are Adult: : Other 
People may and ought to be concerned for 
your Salvation, -iti'their way, tothe utmoſt 
.of:thetr Power, according to the Capacities 
thy have, and the Offices they are 'in, and 
the Relations they bear to you, But whar 
others can do,\-wil not profit - unto. Salva- 
tion, 'if-you are altogether: unconcerned 


abatt-it yoltt Telves: Moſt:of your World- 


ly Buſineſſes, may-be done for you by others. 
Other People may Build y6ur Houſes, make 


your Cloaths, till your Grounds, feed your | 


Cattle, -gather -in your 'Harvelts, &c. But 
other Peopte(excluding yourparticular.per- 
ſonal concerning your 1ehves for-your Salva- 
tion J dathot do all: that: is neceffary tobe 
dons; iti order to your being Saved. Thoſe 
who have ever fo many at work for them, 
muſt{notwithſtanding that) Eat and Drink 
for- themſelves, or elfe they will: ſoon be: Fa- 


| _miſhed and Die. Other Peoples Eating and | 
{ Drinking will not fuſtain you- in Life ; 


their wearingoof Cloaths, will not preſerve 


_ you | 
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you from Cold, or warm and heat you» 
their Sleeping will- not: refreſh Nature in 
you. Theſe are things all People muſt do 
for. themſelves; and we are all ſenſible -e- 
nough of the ſame. - O that-we were every 
one as fully convinc'd that it 1s every. jot as 
neceſſary, forievery particular Per{gn- to be 
very much concerned for his own-Salvation. 
Other Peoples Knowledge, Faith, Holineſs, 
&c. will not fate our Souls: Every one 
that will be Saved, muſt Repentiof his own 
Sins, muſt himſelf believe in Chriſt;-and be 
made Holy,.. and muſt . Perſonally; obſerve 
and keep God's Commandments. | :; 
Sixthly, The Enemies of ' our » Souls: do 
concern themſelves very muck: to: hinder - 
our :: Salvation. Every Man hath: , va- 
riety of, Enemies, who in their ſeveral ways 
do buſie themſelyes to hinder the _ Salva- 
tion of his Soul, and: to makgzhis Dam- 
nation ſure; Does it not therefore: behove 
him to do what he can, that his endeavqurs: 
to fruſtrate and defeat thiiri Projects. and ' 
Deſigns, may be equal to:theirs 2 Beifaber; 
be vigilant, becauſe your Adverſary: the: Devil 
as a roaring Lyon, walketh about ſeeking hon © 
be may Devour, whom refift fedfaſt in the Faith. - 
I Pet. 5. 8, 9. Why ſhould che Devil: hate 
your Souls: more. :than you -lave .. them? 
ſhould not you. be as. much: conterned. for 
C 3 | their 
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their Salvation, as he is' for their Damnati- 
on ? Are not you more intereſted in your 
own:Souls;* than he is 2: Doth it not more 


concerh--yoru what will become of your 


Souts, than it""doth him ? The:Damnation 
of your'Souls, will be no real advantage to 
him, ngtwithſtanding he ſeeks -and labours 
for it ſoinduſtriouſly ; but how unconceiv- 
able:will your Benefit be, if they be. Saved ? 
We lave-Encmies inthe World; and Cor. 
fuption within us, unweariedly labouring to 
obſtruct our Salvation. And ſeeing we have 
fo many/ and ſuch induſtrious. and indefa- 
tigable Enemies, waiting to do us a Mil- 
chief, even the greateſt Miſchief :imagi- 
nable; te hinder our Salvation, to deſtroy 
and ruin'our:Souls for ever 5: in what man- 
ner'will it become us to- acquit 'our ſelves? 
How' concerned ſhould we: be for the Sal- 
vation of qur Souls, which are thus beſer ? 

- Tf wehaveany regard tothe Authority of 
Almighty God,or think.our ſelves obliged to 
employ- the! beſt. Talents and Advantages 
which are commicted-' ro our truſt, to.the 
ends. for. which they naturally ſerve, and to 
which ; they are [particularly . Ordained ; if 
we: believe everlaſting Salvation: 1s of. any 
great'moment - to: our: ſelves, and that it. -is 
not- the -effet.of Chance, - but will be re- 
gularly. diſpenſed ; & we-are ſatisfied. that 
FP we 


—— co - 


i 


WW = 


ren Www ©$s WW OO &w bw T5 


.*% A MO. 0s 


LO. Dd AM. > Ate. Mother ie. 


Vier s Great Duty. 


we cannot be ſaved by Proxy, and that ic 
doth behove. us to improve . the, diligence 
and indyſtry-of onr. worſt Enemies, to our 
own greateſt Advantage 3, what hath been 
diſcourſed, may in ſome meaſure ferve'to 
beget, or awaken in us a perſwaſion, that 
we ought to be.very much concernedior the 


Salvation of our own Souls: And therefore I 


will now. proceed, EY. & 
Thirdly,: To take notice of ſome Inferen- 


- 


F 


ces which. this. Dodtrin doth evidently at: - 


ford, and even prompt us to take into our 
conſideration, and of which we may make 
a profitable Ule and Improvement. 

Firſt, 'The Soul of Man is. exceeding pres 
cious; Tis this on. which we ſhould fer the 


' greateſt value, and of which we ſhould take 


che greateſt care. It is ofthe greareſt worth 
in.it ſelf, and may be improved co otirun- 
expreflible advantage. But if it be finally 
Deal and neglected, the damage which. 
will follow, ; will be altogether. irreparable. 
Man conſiſts of two Parts, a Body, and a 
Soul ; The former is-of a frail and corrup- 
tible Nature, of very little Excellency, and 
of no. uſe at all when the Soul 'is ſeparated 
from it. As long as the: Soul continues in 


It, it is; ſenſible of © Pleaſure,” or Pain, ac&- 


cording, as things are proportioned, 'or dit- 
proportioned to its Organs, Appetites,Frame 
_— C 4 2 


_— 
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or State, but no ſooner doth the Soul part 
from. it, but it becomes perfeatly ſtupid and 


# 


ſenſeleſs, and preſently molders into Duſt. 


Fooliſh miſerable ' Wretches that we are! 
How unexcuſable are we, in being ſo im- 


moderately follicitous about our fading 
Earthly Part and its lictle diminutive Inter- 
eſts, to the extraordinary prejudice and 


hazard of our Souls, which are Immortal, 
and evidently our beſt and nobleft Part ! 
When the Body returns te the Duſt, the 


Soul doth not ceaſe to be, but then becomes 
more ſprightly and active, more apprehen- 


Henſive of what is Pleafing, or Dolorous, 


chan ic was before. EY 
We do all put a difference betwixt things, 
eſteeming ſome more Precious than others, 


- and accordingly we proportion our love to, 


and care of, and concernment for them. 
Bur our great fault is this, we are baſty and 
inconſiderate, ,we are raſh and precipitate; 
we ordinarily judge amiſs, . and value things 
above their worth ; ſetting a mighty Price 
upon thoſe things which have no inrrinfick 
Excellency, but are intirely beholding to 
our own Fancies, or vulgar Opinion, for 
all their reputed worth,-and flighting and 
making no account of - that, which is 1o 


cranſcendently Excellent ; we cannot pot- | 


ſibly adyance our eſtegm. for ir, to thoſe 


, 


degrees | 
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degrees it deſerves. Lord ! How ſhall we 
duly: deplore and bewail our. elves; 'up- 
braid: and- reproach our Folly ! ſeeing we 
haye ſo long. extravagagtly. admired and 
inordinately doated on empty: Impereinens 
cies, whilſt our Souls, which- are. ofuncon- | 
ceivably greater. worth than all- the World, * 
have been left unregarded and unmindediby 
us { What vile and yograteful; Wretglanate 
we, thus to. diſhonour our, elves, ani dif 
parage and proſtitute the Souls God:-;chath. 
entruſted-ns with! How loathſlom may we 
juitly appear in the ſight of Godz/and of all: 
his . Creatyres *;”Tis.. owing t9- our -oguls, 


< 


that we are capable of ſetting a. velueupon. 
any thing ;09 having Souh:Epmmitged.t2 
onr truſt,; could we behave our {elves more 
unworthily, than. to.. caſt. off all. care-.of 
them, and degrade them: to the: ſoxdideſt 
Drud nry we could deviſe ? All. Woprldly 
and Eard ly-Enjoyments and Objedts, will 
be as nothing to us; the pleaſure and: de- 
light -we took in-them, will be gone, and 


tho the things themſelves -may ſtay behind, 


we cannot- Make - any, more uſe of them, 
when; Qnce Our Souls have taken.zheirflighc 
into;the :other: and. unſeen Warld.. . And 
SHIEap weexpect will be theirlor ang pore 
tion, w| oharenahon no beger care; of their \ 

PeCiOus Sou! 5, have ſo negleted and. abu- 
d them here : C 5 Did 


| Pxcelleneytb 


_cerrverſes with ObjeRs; which-are 
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Did we rightly underſtand, and were we 
duly affefted with the worth and preciouſ. 
neſs of our Souls, we contd.not make ſo 
light of them as we do.” ' We! ſhould then 
certainly ' concern our ſelves much to ſecure 


_ their Salvation. Do I believe my Soul came 


immediately from God, and that it.is of a 
Dilino! Extraction ; and that the greateſt 
E ftmy Body, conſiſts in its be- 
ing fitted for the uſe and ſervice of my Soul, 
diring+its abode in it ?' And: can I by any 
means be- reconciled to caſt off alt concern 
for it, and-to make ſuch a Heaven-born Off: 
Ipring, a Slave: tomy drofly -and earthly 
Paxt 2-: Does. not all corporal- Beauty and 


Hultre; preſently difappear -and vaniſh, af- 


rer'the  Sel-is ſeparated from”it?' How 


greata Value ſhould we ſet upon our Souls, 
were'we ſerioully and ſtrongly periwaded, 
that as ſoon as they leave our Bodies, they 
wht tetury to God, -who gave-them, Ecclel. 
'tYy, Wi > Bidibe: J Dh 7 is U: SEETKER 30. 2 . £ 

-"Fr 38 ttue, we cannot'atipreſent diſtinly 
and fully. uaderſtand/what the Sonl is; but | 
we eaſily perceive: we have Tach' a: noble - ' 
and-ſablime Part, by choſe Actions! which 
afe -peculiar 'to-4t-:+ 1t—Fhinks, i= Under 


_ fivrids; ir Wills: and \ Chuſes; it Toves, it 


RefkeRs upen-it Self ht al its AAings'7 it 
not Ob- 
- jets. 
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jets of Senſe ; it. compares ſenſible Objeas 
one. with, another, and raiſeth notions iron 
them : And. we are, ſure the Body can do 
none of theſe things, when the Soul is. gone 


' from it. And tho it is naturally void now of 


its Primitive Holineſs and Purity,yetit ſtill re- 
tains ſome Marks and Chara&ers of the Di- 
vine Image upon it, and it is ſtill capable of 
having its firſt Excellency and BeautyRepair- 
ed, Reſtored, Improved. Oh! how large and - 
vaſt areits Capacities ? What work can it do! 
What Exerciſes-may it perform : What @b- 
jects can it converſe with ! What: great and 
glorious things may it be employed about”! 


And what bleſſed Privileges may it” be ad- 


vanced unto! It is capable of having the 
Divine Image . again Imprinted or: © it, 
with a Luſtre. and Glory far exceeding-the 
utmoſt our moft extended thoughts :can - 
poſbtbly:comprehend,. or reach unto. Itis 


Capable of Divine Illumination, and effet- 
ual Sandification- of 'a partial, 'bnt © bleſſed 


and joyful Gommunion with.God at preſenr, 

and a perfect Fruition of him hereafter. 
God forbid, chat I'ſhoutd any longer 

proſticute,.,negle&; or make little account 


of. that part of my fl, which is fo Spiricu- 
al.in.its. Nature, which the Great; Holy, 
_ and; Munificent God hath endued wich fach 
_ Powers, and alcady advanc'd to ſich Dig- 


ni. 
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nity ! which may be improved, and aſcend 
in this World co fuch Honour and Emi- 
nency, and is capable of inheriting ſuch 
Glorious and. incomprehenſible Recompeti- 


ces in the next World! If I be —_— of - | 
y -purlue,. 


ſuch a Soul, and yet vehement 
and inordinately prize a few nr 
fome lying Vanities, what Jhall I al- 
ledge to excuſe my ſelf? Muſt I not be 
Selt-condemned 2 Will not all. the Ranks 


and Orders of Beings Condemn me ?- With 


what Confuſion muſt my Face be covered ? 
May not the whole Syſtem of Nature 
Tremble, be Aſhamed, and Bluſh at ſuch a 
Proſpe&, to- have a view'of a Rational 
Creature, one that hath fo capacious a 
Soul, and yet more ſtupid and blockihh than 


its moſt ſullen and dreggy Part ? Lord, let 


not ſuch Shame be my Portion ! Let me 
never fall into, nor ſink under ſuch Guilt ! 
What ! ſhall T be voluntarily ' cruel to, ſhall 
T hate and fo diſhonour the nobleſt'part of 
my Self?: Shall L willfully caſt away my 


Soul, which if I take a. due care of, will in a. | 
little time: mount above the Stars, and be : 


ſettled in-a- State iricomprehenſibly Joyous,. 
and. full of Glory.?. No,. I will now awake 


and rouſe up all my. Powers. and Strength, 


and tho I cannot- exaaly underſtand. the 


it: 
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worth of my Soul, no more than Ican what: 
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it is; yet I-will endeavour to be as juſt to 
it as poffibly-I:can ; I will prefer it. above 
all the Objects of Senſe; above every thing 
that Time diminiſhes ! above every thing 
that hath either Vexation, or Vanity inſfcri- 
bed upon it! And I will do all I can in a 
firm dependance on Divine Grace, that. 
this Soul of mine -may afſuredly- arrive. at 
the full Fruition of all thoſe great and blef: 
ſed things which are laid - up in. ſtore: ior 
truly pious and devout, vertuous and up- 
right, ſan&ified and religious Souls. 

What raiſed thoughts ſhould I have of a. 
Soul; that' is not liable to the: Shocks and 
Violences to which. my Body.is every Hour 
ſubje&! A Soul that cannot be at-all impa- 
red by any: of thoſe rude Afanls, which 
may Surprize; and which:: may: unexpec- 
edly and irreſfiſtibly hurry my. Earthly part 
to Duſt! Our: Soul: will endure' for eyer, 
let all Created Powers do what: they can 
apainſt then. They do not yield, they. are 
not ſubje& to'the Alkerations which are in- 
cident to what is is Mortal. They are Im- 
mortal, they cannot Die, but when their 
Houſes of Clay: are-Diſſolved, they paſs and 
enter 'inta-a State! more ſuitable co their 
Spiritual Nature.-' They 'willretain- their 
Beings, Powers: and Properties; after- that 
the Worms haye glutted themſelves with: 


Our 
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our Fleſh and Humors, after. that our Bo- 
dies have through. all the Changes, to- 
which ſuch Matter is liable... + | 
IfT believe my Soul is Immortal, what 
2 value muſt I fer upon it? We prize any: 
thing of worth much the more, it it will be 
of long. continuance. . How ſhould I then 
eſteem a-Soul, which will abide for ever ! | 
What Reaſons can:I produce for, my having; 
beeen ſo intent: upon the acquiring, and ſo 
induſtrious and unwearied, to-obtain things 
which cannot Satisfie, . which may ſoon 
Fade, and which muſt: certainly Periſh 2 
Miſguided, fooliſh : and infatuated. Wretch! 
O: how do I now bewail my,Folly and my * 
Wickedneſs.!: who. have. ſo-yainly, yea, o | 
impiouſty abugd- my felt, : miſimployed my 
Strength, and ſquandred away my .precious 
time ! Away, you gilded, falſe, you mask'd 
diſguis'd: Temptations ! Be gone:yor- empty 
lying treacherousPleaſures of:Senſe !:Y ou | 
have already: cheated; and deceived; me too | 
long Yor have robb'd,/abusd.and-wrong'd : 
me hitherto! You can: never;.;repair. the | 
damage you-have done me! I now with all | 
Solemnity renounce:and caſt:yog off ! Lam | 
refolv'd throught Grace to: deſpiles, contemn 
and: vilifie-yoiirall, I can, .and: rm have no 
moreito:do:with:;you whillt-I-Live |: What 
relatiog:can you pretend -to.a mnob wluch 
wi 
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will continue, live and a&, through all the 


long and undeterminable duration of Eter- 


nity ! I will not any more allow you the 
Service of a Thought! I loath 'and deteſt 
ou! I earneſtly defire and pray, that as 
ong as I am on Earth, my Heart may be 
filld with an infſuperable Indignation a- 
gainſt you all, and againſt every thing that: 
cannot be improved to the benefit: and ad- 
vantage of my Immortal Soul?: Should'L 
be careleſs of my Soul any longer, 'now 
that Life and Immortality are- brought to 
light by the Goſpel, which Goſpel I am fa- 
voured with for the guiding and direting 
ofmy Heart and Life, I ſhould not only be 

altogether inexcuſable, -but the 'very Hea- 
thens will riſe up in Judgment againſt.'me, 
to my greater and more terrible Condemn- 
ation ! *Tis faid of Pythagoras, that when he 
heard of the Immortality of the: Soul, . He 
preſently gave offthat diligent attendanceto 
his Body,to which he had addicted himſelf, 
and made it- his buſineſs to- improve. in 
Knowledge and Vertue. How much more 
ſhould I value and endeavour by-all means 
to improve my Soul; who- beholdiand dis 
ſern- this Truth in a' mach elearer Light; 
than he conld ? How'do T'Blaſh ! .and/ with 
what Grief and Revenge'is-my Heart: rene, 
becauſe- of the' folly: and vanity, the wick- 
+ _ ednefs. 
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edneſs of the paſt part of my Life; becauſe 
of my unthankfulneſs for the Goſpel; and 
careleſneſs of my Soul, to this time, when 
I read what a Mahometan King is reported 
to have cauſed to be writ on the Gates of 
his Pleaſure-Houſe, viz. Tha World ill not 
continue long ; its Pride and Luſtre will ſoon be 


gone, Remember Brother, and apply thy Heart 


#o Him, ho: only intended this World for our 
Imn. Let not thy Life be united to this Bitter 
Sweet, for it bath Cheated many ; firſt Feſted 
with them, and afterwards Slaughtered them. 
If thy Soul can but come away from her Priſon 
Pure and Undefiled, and reach the Mark, it's 
20 great matter whether thew Dieſt on a Throne, 
or 028 4 Duns-bill. O how Sottiih have I been 

E Riches, Pleaſures, Honors and 
Accommodations of this preſent World, at 
fo high a Rate, preferring them before my 
Precious Soul ! And ſhall I ftill continue to 
do fo? Let ſo tremendous Folly, ſuch de- 
ſperate Madneſs, be far from-'me : My own 


experience doth now convince me; that the 
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more I have admired, the more I have toil- | 


ed- for theſe things, the emptier I am; the 
more I am. difa 


inted, the further I am | 


from being ſatished! I am ſure theſe things: | 
are: vain, yea, and ' vexatious tao !. They 


will fade and Periſh, and are at beſt, but of 
a.ſhort duration ! What are theſe, and ſuch 


brittle decaying, ſhort-liv'd Enjoyments, to 
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a Soul, which will abide and Live for ever ! 
Were it not for the levity and ſicklineſs of 
my mind, what thouſands of conſiderations 
would \croud in, to convince and certifie 
me, that it is my Soul, which | of all 
other things, is of greateſt Worth ? And 
can there be a more (prodigious Folly, a 
erofſer contradiction, than for a Man to be- 
lieve, his Soul is Immortal, -and of greater 
value, than his Imagination: can extend 'un- 

to, and yet be regardleſs of it / | 
As to other things which are of value, 
but which we do not exactly underſtand,we _ 
uſually them eſteem accordingas they are 
better skill'd in-them, than we are. Will 
any difcreet and prudent Perſon throw a- 
way a Medal, a Jewel or Precious-ftone, 
or part with it for a Counter, a piece of 
Lead, or any ſuch thing, becauſe he doth 
not know its juſt worth? Or will he not 
-rather, enquire of ſome one who under- 
ſtands fuch things, and then eſteem-andprize 
it,at therate he affures him it is reallyworth? 
Now we have no reaſon at all to queſtion, 
but God whoCreated our Souls,and the Lord 
Jeſus Chriit, who Redeemed and Purcha- 
ſed them,-do very well underftond their 
worth. And by whoſe determination ſhould 
we govern our our ſelves in this Afﬀair, but 
by theirs whoſe Judgment is moſt afſu- 
redly 
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Tedly Infallible? And ifwe will acquieſce in 
their Judgment in the Caſe, ,we. muſt cer- 
tainly eſteem our Souls. exceeding precious. 
For. ifour Souls werenot exceeding precious, 


the Eternal. Facher would not. have. given 
his Son' to, purchaſe them ; nor would the 


only Begotcen of the Father have. laid down 


his Lite for their Ranſom. Had they judged 
our Souls ſuch frivolous worthleſs things, as 
we generally appear to eſteem them,. they 
would not have been redeemed at all ; or if 
they muſt have been Purchaſed, it wou'd 
have been with a Price of infinitely leſs Va- 
lue,than the Blood of him who was the Son 


of God. The moſt. that could have been de- | 


manded for them, would: have. been but a 
very moderate fum;of that, with which we 
buy the neceſſaries for our Temporal Lite. 
For what poor, and trifling things. in this 
World, do People ordinarily pawn and 
venture their Souls,? But God. and Chriſt, 
had other. thoughts. of our Souls than we 
have. "Tho we expoſe our Souls for nought, 


CT In 


yet. if any one Man could purchaſe the | 
whole World, with the loſs of his Soul, he | 


would be no Gainer, yea, his loſs would be 


Irreparable.. What ſhall a Man give m Ex- | 
change for his Soul ? Matt. 16. 26. O! the | 


ineſtimable price that was paid for thele | 
ſlight, and | 
diſregard ! | 


Souls, which we do ſo negleR, 
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difregard | Ye were not redeemed with corrupt- 
ible things, as Silver and Gold, but with the 
Precious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without 
Blemiſh, and without Spot, 1 Pet. 1. 18, 19. 
When my thoughts concerning Reafonable 
Souls, have mounted as high as ever they 
can, and when my eſteem of them has fo 
lowed my Thoughts as cloſe as. poflible, 
how . far am I from comprehending, and 
being throughly affeted with their - full 
worth ? Alas! what 'are my moſt elevated 
apprehenſions to the incomprehenſible ex 
cellency ant merit of- that Blood-- with 
which they were bought? Wois me! who 
have. too long. negle&ed and been careleſs 
of my unaccountably- precious Soul, as if ic 
had been the only frivolous, uſelefs thing 
in the whole World :! If I do :any-longer 
make but little account of this Soul of mine, 
I ſhall be. unavoidably chargeable with- an 
affected undervaluing whatis/in itſelf of 'un+ 
conceivable worth,and trampling under foot 
moſt ungratefully the precious Blood of the 
everlafting Covenant,and offering the moſt 
inſufferable contumely tothe Lordof Glory, 
who gave himſelf a Ranſom for my Soul ! 
Can 1 ſuſtain fo great a load? Dare will- 
tully caſt away my Soul, to give the great- 
ed demonſtration of Ingratitude,. and. 

lullen Contempt unto Almighty God ? _ 
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I be ſo peeviſh, ſo malicious, ſo revengeful, 
as to deſtroy my Soul, and ſink my ſelf un. 
der the moſt horrid Guilt, becauſe my Sa- 
viour 's Love was ſo ſtupendous and amaz- 
ing ! Wretch that I am ! in that IT have cill 
now been fo unmindful of my Soul, which 
coſt my Feſ#s ſo dear !. My deareſt Feſws, 


thy Love doth now conſtrain me ! Me- | 


thinks T hear thy Sobs, thy Groans, the 
Prayers and Supplications, which thou didſt 
offer with ſtrong Crying and Tears! 'Thy 
earneſt Expoſtulation on the Croſs, when 
Dying, to Redeem this Soul My Heart 
is pierced now ! I muſt ! I Grieve ! I Mourn! 


My Indignation now is kindled! I deſpiſe! I ! 


hate! T Ioath whatever would defraud thee 
of thy Purchaſe ! The Beauty, Grandeur, 
Pomp and Glory of this World, is now as 
nothing unto me ! I neither love,nor prize, 


nor value any thing but my Soul, and as it's | 


ranſomed by thy Blood ! O !. what ſhall I 
do, that I may attain to prize my Soul as 
it deſerves! This, this Soul which coſt the 
Son of God ſo dear ! May I be duly aitect- 
ed with the Travail of my Saviour's Soul, 


and with the horrors of his Agonies and | 
Death ! Let me ever with becoming Ado- | 


ration, meditate on, rightly underſtand, and 
conſtantly retain a —_ affectionate, pow- 
erful, conſtraining ſenſe on my _ and 
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Spirit, of Chriſt's profoundeſt Condeſcen- 


tion/ and ſuperlative Grace and Kindnels 
Would Chriſt dwell in-my Heart by Faith, 
and might I be enabled to comprehend with 
all Saints, the breadth and length,and depth 
and height of his Love, how ſhould I abound 
in Admiring, Praiſing, Glorifying, ' and 
giving Thanks unto' him'! and to what a 
height would this fort of exerciſe raiſe my 
eſtimation of my Soul, - towards which, 


_ this great, this glorious, this beneficent and 


moſt gracious Saviour, hath 'manifeſted a 
Love, which paſlſeth Knowledge. | 
Asthe beſt and -greateft Fritnd to- Man- 


kind hath'in ſo ſtupendous a manner, 'Te- 


ſified his love to, and thereby the real and 
extraordinary worth of Souls, ſo the-moſt 
envious inveterate and malicious Enemy to 
Human Race, hath mightily fortified this 
Truth, That the Soul: of Man is exceeding 
precious, by his indefatigable and unwearied 
atcempts, to deftroy our Souls, both in the 
ways of Subtilty, and Violence. We com- 
monly acknowledge and bouldly affirm, 
the Devil is our great Adverfary, and then 
we mult likewiſe allow. and grant, that he 
deſigns to do us the greateit Miſchief; and 
what Can that be, but to prejudice. and ru- 
ine that part of us which'is undoubtedly of 
greatelt value ? And can any thing be more 

apparent 
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apparent and manifeſt, than that all his me- 


thods and affaults ars levelled: againſt our | 
Souls? 'What a Monſter ſhall T appear, if I / 


make little or no account of” this Soul, for | 
the ranſoming of which, the eternal Son of | 
God laid down his moſt precious Life ! And | 
for the ruining of which, the Devil doth | 
not ſpare any either .of his Craft and Arti- | 
fice, or of his Strength and Induſtry ? Would | 
the Prince of the Powers of the Air, ſo ſe- 
duloufly contrive and plot, be ſo very ob- | 
ſervant, and conſtant upon his Watch, 
make ſuch diligent Search aiter, and take 
fo much pains: as he doth to deſtroy” our 
Souls, if they were: ſuch inconfiderable | 
worthleſs 'Trifles, . as we ſeem to: reckon 
them? Log 1 3 | yn 
 Weare careful of, and do look accurate- 
ly after thoſe thoſe things we really prize, 
and of which we make a very great account. 
And were we truly  ſenfible of, and duly | 
- affeted with the worth, the excellency,the | 
_. preciouſneſs of our own Souls, O! with what | 
ſeriouſneſs ſhould we buſie our ſelves to fe! 
Cure their Salvation 2? | : 
Secondly, Salvation is an ineſtimable Mer! 
cy and Privilege.” Salvation ' What a ſweet! 
delicious good- word. is this ? "Take all the 
Letters in the World, and join them toge-| 
. ther how you pleaſe, you cannot m_— 
h WOoTrQ,! 
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word, that makes ſo comfortable and charm-' 
ing a Sound as this does ! Of all the expret- 
fions that can be named, this is the” moſt 
proper, and the beſt accommodated to our 
State and Circumſtances, to our Caſe and 
Neceſlities ! We are in Miſery, our wants 
and dangers are greater than our Lips can 
utter ! Who ſo wretched and -forlorg as 
Sinners and guiley Perfons?” None certain- 
ly excepting them whoſe Condemnation is 
already Seal'd and ratified! May 1uch- as we 
be Saved ? is-it poflible for us to obtain. Sak 
vation? May our aggravated Tranſgreflions, 
the horrible Rebellion we have ſo long. and 
ſo obſtinately perſiſted-in againſt the' Holy 
God, be Pardoned'! May we yet elcape-the 
terrible wrath that is coming apace upon 
the Wicked and Diſobedient ! Is the door 
of Mercy {till open? May we yet be re- 
ceived into favour ! Moſt. joyful tidings ! 
moſt comfortable and raviſhing News! Bleſ- 
* be my Rock, Exalted be the God of my 
*Salvation ! Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul 
*and let all that is within me, magnifie his 
* Holy Name ! Thy loving kindnels is bet- 
*ter than Life ! O Lord ! I will praiſe thee 
*as long as I Live! Let all the Angels of 
* God, which excel in ſtrength, bleſs him ! 
© Yea, let all his works in all Places of his 
© Dominion, bleſs him ! Bleſs the Lord, O 

my 


| ſed word, but how little-do we know of that | 
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© my.Soul ! Oh that Men would praiſe the 
©Lord for his Goodneſs and for his wonder- 
© ful Works to the Children of Men ! Bleſſed 
© be the Lord God of Iſrael, from Everla- ' 
*ſting, to Everlaſting, and let all the Peo- | 
© ple ſay, Amen. Praiſe ye the Lord ! This | 
<©is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac- | 
©ceptation, That Chriſt Jeſus came into the | 
© World to fave Sinners, of whom we may. | 
© juſtly. repute our ſelves the greateſt ! Let- | 
that Meſſage brought from Heaven by an. | 
Angel, (A Meſſage every way worthy of: | 
ſuch a Meſſenger ) be the chief fubje&t of 
my Medications! And Oh. that I might | 
never think of it,, but with a Heart rightly ' 
affeted towards it / powerfully influenced | 
by it, and mightily enlarged/ in thankful- | 
neſs and praiſe for it! Fear mot, for behold, | 
I bring you good Tydings of great Foy, which | 
ſhall be to all People ; for unto you is Born this | 
day in the City of David, # Saviour, which is 
Chriſt the Lord, Luke 2. 10, I1. | 

This Salvation, is indeed a great and blel- | 


” 6 its. x 


which it imports ? No created Being can 


 . comprehend, and fully underſtand the Mer- 


cy, Good, and Privilege it ſignifies. A | 
Blefling is the lefs by its being ſuch, that | 
any finite Being can reach and know its full 
Dimenſions. [This is a Mercy and ene, 
which ; 
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which deſerves our loudeſt Praiſes, our moſt 
ſolemn Acknowledgments, and our. ſilent 
Admiration. We cannot poflibly. raiſe our 
eſtimation to its real Value: It is fo great, 
the loftieſt Expreflions fall infinitely ſhort 
of conveying to our Minds an adequate 
and exac& conception of it, - How ſhall we 
then eſcape, if we neglect ſo great Sabvation? 
Heb. 2. 3. Our deliverances are incompleat 
whilſt we are on Earth ; we are encom- 
paſſed and ſurrounded here, with ſuch va- 
riety of dangers, calamities and troubles, 
we are no. ſooner reſcued out of one, but 
we feel our ſelves Arreſted by another D#- 
aſter, and are: in all reſpects as uneaſte :and s 
diſſatisfied till freed from this, as we: were 
when mourning under the former. . Yea, 
many times our very Deliverance . proves 
but a ſtep to a Relaple, which ſinks: us 
deeper into the very ſame. kind of Trouble 
and Dilquietment. we thought we had eſca- 
ped. We are Born to Trouble, as the Sparks 
fly upward. When one aftlifting occur- 
rence/having gorg'd it ſelf, as we conceive, 
leaves us, we prefently become a Booty to 
another, or elſe the former returns with 
greater eagerneſs, and preys on us with 
more 'unſatiable greedinels and violence. 
No ſooner have we one Deliverance, but 
we find we do as much need another. We 


Are 
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are-not ſure but whole Troops of Sorrows 

will ſeize on us, and theſe fo thick and cloſe | 
one alter another, they will not afford us. 
one pleaſant Interval. Our Lives are at | 
beſt chequered ; and our Deliverances in : 
this World, yield not a fatisfa&ion of- any | 
long continuance. But bleſſed be:God, the | 
Lord Jeſus being made perfet?, is become the | 
Author of eternal Salvation, unto all them that | 
ebey him, Heb. 5. 9. O! the bleſfedneſs of } 
them who partake of this Salvation ! who | 
are perfealy freed from every thing that | 
can offend and moleſt ! from the worſt of | 
Evils, Sin, and the next Temptations to it, | 
and from all the Sufferings, Pains, Dileaſes, ; 

Doubts and Fears, which here extort our | 
Tears, Complaints, and Moans! God ſhall 
wipe away all Tears from their Eyes, and there | 
ſhall be no more Death, neither Sorrow, 'nor | 


Crying, neither ſhall there be any more Pain, 


for the former things are paſſed away, Rev. 21.; 
4. How happy are they who are ſafe irom,)} 
and our of the reach of all thoſe Torment, 
and Curſes, to which Sin doth expoſe Peo:; 
ole, and under which others muſt eternally 
roar! who, whilſt others fry in unquenct:, 
able Flames, and mult be' always coſt on! 
the Waves and Surges of the'-ever *bnurnmng | 
{ ake, endure none of their Anguiſh, but! 
iWod with a Joy which no Longue can; 
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relate !. O the Honor to, which they are ad- 
vanced.! the *Glory with which they are 
Crowned !'the 'Treaſures they enjoy ! the 
Kingdoms they have received, the Delights 
with which they are, and will be everla- 
ſtingly entertained |! Onur Underſtandings 
and Minds are not capacious and wide e- 
nough to comprehend, or conceive the 
great and excellent things that are confer- 
red on them ! Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
neither have entred into the Heart of Man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that 
lowe him, 1. Cor. 2. 9. Beloved, now are. we 
the Sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what 
we ſhall be ; but we know, that when he ſhall 


| appear, we. ſhall. be Ike. him, for ve ſhall fee 


bim as he is, 1 Joh. 3. 2. In thy preſence is ful- 
neſs of Foy, at thy right Hand are Pleaſures for 
ever more, Pal. 16. 11. As for me, I will be- 
hold thy Face. in Righteouſneſs ; T ſhall be ſatis- 
fied when Tawake, with thy Likeneſs, Plal. 17. 
I 5. Becauſe thy loving Kindneſs # better than 
Life, my Lips ſhall praiſe thee. Thus will 1 
praiſe thee while I Live; 1 will lift up my 
Hands in thy Name. My Soul ſhall be ſatisfied 
as with Marrow and Fatneſs, and my Mouth 
ſhall praiſe thee with joyful Lips, Pal. 63. 2, 

4, 5: | | 
Can any thing be ſo deſirable to me, 
as when I die, to have my precious Soul 
| 2 guarded 
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guarded and conveyed by holy and bleſſed 
Angels, through the airy Regions unto | 
Abraham's Boſom, into the kindeſt Embre- . 
ces of the holy amiable, and. loving Feſus! 
And at the general Reſurre@ion, to have 
my Body raifed Incorruptible and Glorious, | 
and every way difpofed for, and united to | 
its happy Soul, that they may be joint and ! 
eternal ſharers in all thoſe blefled Fruitions: | 


infinite Grace and Love will yonchſafe! 
How happy ſhall T be if through Grace I 
arrive to be for ever wich Chrift ! What a 
glorious Change will then be wronght 'on 


me ! How wonderfully will all the Powers | 
and Faculties of my Soul, be advanced; im» 
proved, and enlarged! How much more | 


| beautiful and capacious will they be made | 


than now they are? O the alteration that | 
ſhall be made on me; to my unconceivable | 
Advantage ! when I ſhall ſhine as the Bright- | 
weſs of the Firmament , as the Stars for Ever and. 
Ever, Dan. 12. 3. Yea, as the Sun im the | 
Kingdom of my Father, Mat. 13.43. When | 
this vile Bedy ſhall be Changed, and faſhioned | 


like unto the Glorious Body of My Saviour, the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, according to the working, 
whereby be is able even to ſubdue all things 
unto himſelf, Phil. 3 


and 


. 2t, What account 
thould I make of ſuch a Privilege, Honor 
and Felicity! How ſhould I prepare, watt | 


; 
1 
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and long for this Great, Holy, and Glorious 
Change! - — 
The word of that God, who is faitaful 
and true, and cannot Lie, affords us ev1- 
dent and full affurance, that ſuch a glorious - 
and everlaſtingly happy State 1s prepared, 
and may be obtained, and it likewiſe Cer- 


' tifies what, manner of People they muſt be 


who ſhall be admitted to it. The Lord 
Jefits the ſupream Judge of, and great King 
over all, will at the laſt Day, ſay unto them 
on his righe Hand, Come ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, Inherit the Kingdom prepared for you, from 
the Foundation of the World, Matt. 25. 34: He 
ill render to every Man according to his deeds ; 
to them who by patient contingance in IWell- 
doing, ſeek for Glory and Honor, and. Immor- 
tality, Eternal Life, Rom. 2. 6, 7. Henceforth 
( faith St. Paul ) there is laid up for me a 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the 
Righteous Fudge ſhall give me at that day; and 
70t to me only, but unto all them alſo who love 
his appearing, 2 Tim. 4. S. Bleſſed be the God® 
and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, which ac- 
cording 10 bis abundant Mercy hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope, by the Reſurre&ion of 
Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead, to an Inheritance 
Incorruptible and Undefiled, and that fadeth nct 
away, reſerved in Heaven for you, who are 
kept by the power of God, through Paith unto 

D 3 Salvation, 
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Salvation , ready to be Revealed in the Iaft 
Time, 1 Fett, 3. $3; 4, 5. | 
This Salvation comprehends all that is' 
Great, all that is Honorable, all thar-is tru- : 
ly Delighting, Good and Deſirable. O 
that we may all duly ſtrive, labour, deſire 
and long to be prepared for, and brought | 
to the actual poſleſſton of it ! What ſhould ! 
we wiſh for on our own behalves, if we' 
have any love for our ſelves, but that God; 
himſelf, the only ſatisfying good, would be | 
our Portion ! That we may have free, Inti-| 
mate, full and everlaſting Communion inf 
the higheſt Heavens, with the Farher, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, with glorious Angels and all; 
the Saints above! That we may come to the. 
City of the living God, the Heavenly Jeruſa-! 
lem, and 10 an innumerable company of Angels,) 
to the general Aſſembly and Charch of the! 
7ſt Born, which are written in Heaven, and. 
10 God the Fudge of all, and to the Spirits .f 
juſf Men made perfect, and to Teſus the Medi 
ator of the new Covenant, and to the Blood of | 
ſprinkling that ſpeaketh better things than that? 
of Abel, Heb. 12. 22, &c. Can we deſire 
and pant after any thing comparable to. 
our beholding our Saviour's Glory, and be- 
ing for ever with: him in his Kingdom, 
where he Reignsin Glory ? 


Were! 
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Were we throughly perſwaded of, and 
did we in any meaſure eſteem this Salya- 
tion as we ought, (for indeed we cannot 
Prize it as it deſerves) what an nappy 
Change ſhould we preſenely perceive 11 oar 
ſelves! What a mighty power and efficacy 
ſhould we feel it have on our Souls! Whar 
a ſweet and conſtraining influence ſhould 
we find it ſhed abroad in our Hearts and 
Lives! How ſtrangely would it abate an 
take off our love and affetion to this World! 
Its Pomps! its Pleaſures ! its Vanities! How 
much would it raiſe us above the 'Flatterics 
which have hitherto Deluded- us! .. How". 
would it make us deſpiſe -and contemn'” the 
painted Glories, and empty Enjoyments, 
which we have fo unweariedly purſted, 
and fo paſſionately courted ! How indilter- 
ent ſhould we be to Earthly things, and 
how little imprefiton would any Worldl: 


 Allurements make on us, if we did ſteadily 


look, not at the things which are ſeen, but at 
the things which are not ſeen, 2. Cor. 4.18, 
And did we affectionately conſider, that 
the 'tbings which are ſeen are Temporal, but 
the things which are not ſeen, are Eternal! 
How would this engage us to, animate us 
in, and with. what ſucceſs and vigor would 
it Carry us through all our Duties! Would 
not our Converſation be in Heaven, did-we 

D 4. ſer t- 


56 Max's Great Duty. 


leriouſly look for our Saviour, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriit from thence, to call and take 
us along with him thicher ! 1 preſs toward the | 
the Mark for the Price of the high Calling of | 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, if by any means I might | 
attain unto the ReſurreCtion of the Dead. What'| 
ſupport would this yield us? With what | 
patience would this poſſeſs our Souls? Yea, | 
with what joy would this fill us in the | 
greateſt Tribulations, Diſtreſſvs and Perſe- | 
cutions, we Can pollibly have occaſion to 
_ excounter in our paſlage toward it? We glory 
tz the Trioulations alſs, Rom. 5. 3. For which 
cauſe 12 faint not; but tho our outward Man | 
periſh, the imward Man is renewed day by day; | 
for ay light. offlittion, which is but for a Mv- | 
ment, worketh for us @ far. mare exceeding and | 
eternal weizht of Glory, 2 Cor. 4. 16, 17. 1 | 
reckon that the Sufferings of this preſent times | 
re wot worthy to be compared with the _ Z 
which ſhall be revealed in us, Rom. 8. 18. We | 
read of thoſe. (Heb. 10. 24) who. took joy- | 
fully the fpolling of their Goods, knowing in them- | 
{elves, that they had in Heaven a better, ? 
and an enduring Subſtance. Yea, how would 
this reconcile us to leave the World quite: 
make us earneſtly deſire to Die, and that 
tac time may haften apace, when we may. 
actually give up the Ghoſt, and reſign up |: 
our Spirits to Chriſt ! Having a deſire 10 de- | 
, | part, \ 
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part, and to be with Chriſt, which 7s ſar 5c: 


; zer, Phil, 1. 23. 


Who can conceive the thouſandth, vez, 
the leaſt part of the Happineſs of the Spi- 
rits of Juſt Men made Perfet ! With what 
knowledge, admiration and love, ſhall we 
be filled, when we are ſetled yorder, in thoic 
bright and ſhining Thrones ! when we are 
joined to the Heavenly Choir, and bear our 
part in the eternal Haleſujahs ! and ſhall be 
aſcribing Honor, Glory and Praiſe to him 
that fitteth on Throne.and to the Lamb for 
ever and ever! With what raptures of Love, 
Praiſe and Joy, ſhall we be everlaſtingly 
entertained, when we become Demzens of 
that glorious City, of which the Lord God 
Almighty and the Tamb is the Temple : 
where we ſhall ſee his Face, and have his 


| Namein our Fore-heads ! where there ſhall 


be no Night ! where we ſhall need no Can- 
dle, neither light of the Sun, for the Lord 
God will give us Light, and we ſhall reign 
for ever and ever. 

How incomprehenfibly great and good 
are the things which God hath in ftore for 
them who heartily love and ſincerely ferve 
him ! feeing God will be pleated to admit 
luch frail imperfe&” Mortals as we are, .to 


| the full fruicon-of himſelf and his Chriſt ; 


furely there is nothing can deſerve to be 
5 eſteemed 
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citeemed and called Bleſſedneſs, but only this. | 


How can I prize and value,haw can I affe&, | 
{trive and long for any thing- but: this Sal- 
vation alone! How am. I tranſported with | 
admiration and. wonder! yet theſe: do fail | 
me ! they flag, they cannot mount high 
enough by thouſands of Degrees ! Salvation | 
is ſo tran{cendent ! Olet-my Love increaſe, 
grow ripe, aſcend ſtill higher and higher 
How would the Damned. value this Salva- 
tion, might they have but the leaft hopes: of 
ever being admitted to it? What eſteem | 
have the ' Saints above for it? Yea, how | 
1o ſincere Believers here. prize. it, eſpecially 
when. they have a. lively vigorous ſenſe of | 
it ? St. Paul was. poſitive, that: to Die would 
be his Gain, Phil 1. 21. Others were tortured, 
wot accepting. deliverance, that they might 0b- 
tain a better Reſurreitijon, Heb. 11. 35. | 

O my ſtupid : ſenſeleſs, Soul !- what - atls | 
thee, that thou ſtill lieft grovelling- here! | 
chat thy. mation. is- fo; flow ! Q !; for. the | 
ſtrongeſt and moſt ſeraphick flights of Love.! | 
for. the Extaſies of Paſſion now. ! What, arct | 
thou bereaved of all thy Powers! Haſt thou | 
loſt thy Nature?, Art thou. Metamorphos'd 
and chang'd into a- lifeleſs lump, of Mateer ? | 
Rouze and. awake. exert* and putforth-all } 
thy Strength !. Tho hitherto thou haſt been | 
deceived by Qbje&ts mugh too. little and | 
"IP 7c wulth 
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unſatisfying, here's that which calls for all 
thy Love, thy Zeal, thy:Life : Here is Sal- 
vation, which much. exceeds thy: moſt ex- 
tended thoughts, and reach ! Here's that 
which none could ever eſteem according to 
the fulneſs of its worth;z.the moſt glittering 
ſplendid, worldly . Triumphs, are . at. beſt 
but poor, deceitful; ereachetous and. inſipid 
Vanities:! alk the Grandeur, Pomp:; and - 
Glories here, do- ſoon decay and wither; 
do quickly dwindle into nothing ! but this 
Salvation is truly. great .and Glorious; it-is - 
fabſtantial, durable and ſatisfying. +: - -. 

Moſt .holy,- true and-blefled Fefrs {::thou 
haſt expreſly .told | us;. that in thy Father's | 
Houſe there-are: many Manfions;:{Fob.-'14. 
2. 3- That thou art:gone: to prepare a place 
tor thy faithful People! And that thou wilt 
come again and receive them unto thy Self” 
that where thou art,there theyi may. be: all ' 
Thou Prayedft for.:them:;with-:moſt render 
and earneſt Afﬀe&ion, whem thou: waſt 


here! And.it 'is thy will. and-:pleafure; thar 


thy - Saints and Servants, thoſe. whom .the 
Father hath given thee, ſhall: be with:thee, 
where thou art, that:they may bchold: chy 
Glory, Matt. 19: 24 Thou doſt not; enjoin 


them any: thing. in-order to their-being-$2- 


ved, but: what thon wilt enable ; them: by 

thy Spirit to. perform'!. Nar anything but 
| 
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what thou can'it make pleafing and delight- | 
ful to tliem,” by / the. abundance - of thy 
Grate! O:Lord, I here abſolutely reſign my 
felf eo be:guided by thy - Counſel ; after- 
terwards receive me to Glory ! Whom have 
I in. Heaven but thee ? There is none upon 
Earth I can defire beſides thee ! Be thou the 
'(trength and the joy of my Heart, and my 
portion for ever.! There is not any thing 
comparable to thy . Salvation ! Lord, take 
trom me what thou wilt! make me Poor and 
- needy! let me be Scorned and Deſpiſed! 
let my Body be Sick, and every part and 
Joynt of it, Sore and in Pain! let me be at- 
flited and Perſecuted ! yea, do with me 
what thou wilt, ſo that thou- wilt grant 
that Grace and Peace may be multiplied to 
me at preſent, through the knowledge of 
thy ſelf; ſo that thou wilt be pleaſed, that 
[ may at laſt obtain the end of my Faith 

and Hope, the Salvation of my Soul ! 
Thirdly, No Perſon can with reaſon. ex- 
pe, or hope his Soul ſhail be Saved, who 
is not reſolvedly diligent in that courſe God * 
hath ordained and preſcribed him for rhis | 
purpoſe.. That cuſtomary, flight, and. for- | 
mal courſe, with which roo many content | 
themſelves, will not ſuffice to ſecure their | 
Salvation, The beſt have too much rea- | 
f2n to complain of themſelyes, becauls they. 
are 
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are fo ſupine, remiſs and careleſs, about a 


buſineſs of ſo great importance in it felt, 
and unto which, the Holy and moſt Righ- 


teous God requires all ſhould give a diligenr 


Attendance. This is the one Thing neceſſary, 
which muſt be minded with the greatat 
ſeriouſneſs, whatever is Negleted. All o- 
ther Afﬀairs and Buſineſſes, muſt gwe place 
to this, if at any time they happen to inter- 
fere. with it. -A fax accidental thoughts of, 
ſome flitting un&Nhſtant defires after Sal- 
vation;;. a cuſtomary obſervation of ſome 
of the outward parts of Devotion; an 
over-vehement' heat for particular. Modes. 
of. Worſhip, ſpeculative Opinions:, and 
doubtful PraQices, will not avail any Man 
unto Salvation, but will render tis Caſe 
much. more dangerous, if the main bent 
of his. Heart and Afﬀections, is after his Co- 
vetoutneſs, his worldly. and. fleſhly Luits , 
it his Life is-blemiſhed- and polluted with 
practices diametrically "_— to the pow- 

er, eſſence and deſignot all true Religion. 
It we will ſecure the Salvation of our- 
Souls, we muſt have, and cheriſh a com- 
paledneſs, and ſeriouſneſs of Spirit, in ſome. 
meaſure ſuitable to the Nature, Excellency , 
and Weightineſs of that we propound to 
our ſelves. We mult attend to, and induftri- 
ouſly proſecute that courſe of: Life and 
Pr actice,. 
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Practice , which hath ſome affinity with, 
and bears ſome-proportion to what we aim 
at. We: muſt be refolvedly diligent-in-the 
uſe:of thoſe Means God hath inſtituted - for 
the furthering of us in it. And if were- 
fuſe to walk in his way, and follow the 
method he hath directed us to, our Hope 
will certainly fail us, and we ſhall be utterly 
without Excule. © | 
Salvation is not:to be attained ſo eaſtly-as 
multitudes dream it is, and as: too many 


are enclined to flatter People it is, All would | 


be Saved, and the greateſt part would fain 
be ſaved in-a way very: httle: inconvenient, 
and contradictory to their fenual 'Lufts and 
Intereſts, and then do-too readily perſwade 
themſelves they may :. be Saved. in ſucha 
way as is agreeable -enough to: their own 
extravagant. Humounrs; in fuch a way-as 
they would like beſt, and would.pitch upon, 
if they were to-appoint the way.themſelves. 
It is a great unhappineſs, that: the Chriſtian 


Work! hath been ſo long - troubted with -a | 
fort. of Perſons, who pretending. they have ' 
a: right to inſtruct others-in the way to Hea- | 


ven and Salvation, thave : contributed. very 
- much . both. by:their. Diſcourſes and Practi- 
Ges, to reconcile the : profefiion of Chritti- 
anity to: Men's Ungodly: Luſts, rather than 
' t9-reconcile them. they. have pretended:- to 


take.. | 
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' Mars Great Dnth. . . 63 
take care:of, unto the truth and practice of 
that Religion they / profeſſed, whoſe way 
to Salvation ſeems: every jot as broad as that 
our Bleſſed Saviour cautioned People a+ 
gainſt, aſſuring them, it would lead unto 
Deſtruction : Such Perſons may juſtly be 
reputed Fafors for the Prince of Darkneſs, 
rather than Ambaſſadors and Miniſters of that 
Sacred and Divine Perſon, who came. fo 
deſtroy the works of the Devil, and to fave his 
People. from. their Sins. Great Reſolution 
and vigorous conſtant Diligence muſt be 
uſed 'by us, in order to Salvation, let Flat- 
tering Soul-deſtroyers ſay what: they -pleaſe 
o-the contrary; th 55 7-2 [387 

If we will be Saved: and enter into Life, 
we muſt keep God's Commandments ; 
we muſt mortifie our. Luſts; be. crucified to. 
the World, and have the. World ' crucified 
to us.; we. muſt deny our delves, and walk 
in. a way contrary to-thoſe. of : this: World, 
who do lye-.in\Wickedneſs,- and: are. go- 
verned by. that Spirit, which ruleth -in.cthe 
Children: of Diſobedience. We muſt ex- 
pect to meet with Difficulties and Oppoſt 
tions, and mult. reſolvedly: through Divine 
a{liſtance,; encounter-and vanquiſh them-all. 
We muſt have Grace; and a&bir {trenuoufly 
and with great ſeriouſneſs and conſtancy, 
uſe appointed Means for the ftrengthning, 


. | encreaſing and confirming of our Graces; 


and. 
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and perſeyeringly ſtrive ro improve and | 
grow more and more in Knowledge, Faith, 
Hope; Love, and in all the parts of a 
truly Godly and Religious Lite. 

He who is the Author of eternal Salva- 
tion, the only Saviour of Sinners, : did not 
acquaint them he loved moſt, with any 
other way to Salvation, but Repenting 
throughly of Sin, believing in Him, obeying 
his Laws, and following his Example. He 
did not give any Indulgence to Peoples 
Luſts, nor did 'he countenance their Sloth. 
He peremptorily required them to frive 
70 enter in at the "ſtrait Gate, Luke, 13. 24. | 
He is pofitive, that except your Righteouſneſs 
exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha- 
rifees you ſhall in no wiſe enter into the King- 

om of God, Matt. 5. 20. He ſaith, The King- | 
dom of Heaven ſuffereth Violence, and the Vie- | 
lent take it by force, Matt. 11. 12. Yea, he 
warns us againſt'cheating our ſelves: wich 
falſe and groundleſs pe. hopes ; and- af 
ſures us with great earneſtne(s and much 
ſolemnity, that we will find our ſelves mi- | 
taken and deceived, if we think to infift | 
upon any ſ{pecious pretences at the laſt day, 
and will therefore content our ſelves with 
what falls ſhort of doing the Will of his 
Father which 1s is in Heaven. Not every oe 
that ſaith unto me; Lord, Lord, ſrall I enter in 
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to the Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doth the 
will of my Father which, is in Heaven. Many 
will ſay to me in that day, Lord, Lord, bave 
we not Propheſied in thy Name? And in thy 
Name have caſt out Devils * And in thy Name 
done many wonderful Works ? And then will I 
profeſs unto them, 1 never knew you; depart from 
me ye that work Iniquity, Marr. 2.24, 2220 
His Apoſtles afterwards certified the Peo- 
ple, they mult give diligence, to make their 
Calling and Election ſure, if they would be ſure 
not to miſearry and fail, 2 Pet. 1.10, And 
that he is the Author of eternal Salvation, on- 
ly unto thoſe who do obey bim, Rleb.. 5. 9. 
With what ſhadow of Reaſon can you pre- 
tend to hope for Salvation, if you. will not 
credit him and his Apoſtles, but continue 
regardleſs of what they have 1o vehernently | 
affirmed indiſpenſibly neceflary to your be- 
ing made meer to be partakers of the Inheri- 
tances of the Saints, in Light ? Is it not moſt 
evident and plain, thac, the precious Pro- 
miles pertain only : unto them who ap» 
prove themfclves reſolvedly diligent- in e- 
{chewing what is. Evil, and #* perfecting 
of Holineſs in the fear of God, 2 Cor. 7. 1. Is 
not this undoubtedly the great- purport, the 
main deſign, and the principal  bufinefs-of 
the whole Goſpel, wiz.. To inſtruct, dire&, 
oblige and afliſt us to deny all Ungodlineſs 


and 
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 and'worldly Luſts, and to live Godly, Righteouſly, | 


and Soberly in this preſent World, that we may 
be diſpoſed for everlaſting Salvation in the. 
next World, 7i#. 2. 11, 12.+ Was not this 


the courſe the Saints of Old: took to make | 
their Salvation ſure 2 Was it not from their | 


having conſciencioufly followed this Me- 
thod, that they ferched their Evidences, to 


ome they had a right to hope and look for | 
avation ? Was it not from- this that they | 
derived Comfort in their greateſt Diſtreiles, | 


and looked with ſatisfaction and joy to 
hereafter, beyond time and days? This 7s 
our rejoicing, the Teftimony of our Conſct- | 
ences, that in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity, 20 
have had our Converſation in the World, &C. 
2:Cor. 1, 12. I have fought, ( ſaid St. Paul ) 
@ good Fight, I bave- finiſhed my Courſe, I have 
kept the Faith : Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a Crownof Righteouſneſs, which the Lord,the 
Righteous Fudge will give unto me at that 
day, &c. 2 Tim. 4.7, 6: | Ought we not 
now to be followers of them, who through 
Faith and Patience, are Inheritors of the 
faichful Promiſes? Can any Man now pre- 
tend with any ſhew of Reaſon, to exped 
Salvation, ſo long as he continues Vicious 
and Immoral, Supercilious ' and Carelels, 
Negligent and Slothful.? Do you. quit your 
ſelves like good: Chriſtians, whilſt. you. pre- 


{ume 


| 
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ſame on Salvation, in a way which 1s: not 
conſiſtent with God's Commands ? Whilſt 
you depend on what the Lord Jeſus hath 
aſſured you, will certainly fail you: Whilſt 
you have not one promiſe in all your Bible 
to countenance and ſupport your Hope : 
Whilſt the whole Dodrin of Salvation, the 
entire Goſpel of Chrift is againſt you : 
Whilſt you keep and continue in a wa 
direQaly contrary to that, in which all thoſe - 
did walk 'who' are already - got to Hea- 
Er 

Fourthly, How juſtly may they be Expo- 
ſtulated with, and what keen Reproof do 
they deſerve who have been alt their time 
regardleſs: of the Salvation of their Souls? 
Indeed we are all faulty; we have been 
very defeftive and wanting 5 we have not 
done what wemight,to farther and make our - 
own Salvation ſure. What reaſon have we 
all to be deeply Humbled, to ſmice npon 
our Breaſts, and cry-out againſt our ſelves ? 
Ah ! miſerable and ill-deſerving Wretches ! 
we are horribly guilty! God be Merciful 
unto us, who have been 1o careleſs of our 
own Salvation ! How have we cumbered 
our ſelves, been careful and troubled about 
many needleſs: and © unprofitable Matters, 
and left the one thing: neceſſary unheeded 2? 


How. thoughtful and follicicous have'we 


been 
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been about our Food and Apparel ! What | 
we ſhould Eat and Drink, and wherewith |} 


we ſhould be Cloathed !- With what eager, 


vehement defires and affe&tions have we | 


purſued the little © Intereſts of this preſent 
World ? With what unwearied pains have 
we laboured *for very Vanities ! And how 


have we all this while ſhamefully forgotten | 


the holy God! fſlighted the moſt - com- 
paſlionate-and loving Jeſus ! not looked at- 
rer, nor fought for the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, and that Righteouſneſs which prepares 
for, and leads us to it, with any tolerable 


Diligenge- and Concernegneſs ! How hare | 
we negledtea our eternal Salvation / We | 


have not had. a due regard to the ſafety 
and. wellfare of our precious and Im- 
mortal Souls! the dutics of Piety and 
offices of Religion, have either been wholly 
omitted by us, or elle we have performed 


them in a very ſuperficial, cold and heart- | 
leſs manner ! Who amongſt us all can vin- | 


dicate and clear himſelf from this Charge, 
before that God who obſerves all our ways, 


knows our Hearts and tries our Reins? Or, | 


what can we alledge and plead in our own 
Excuſe, if we have been by our own Con- 
_ feflion thus Guilty ? Is it not highly reafon- 

able, ..and very fit. we ſhould. all ſtrive to 
acquire a true ſenſe of our own Guilt, and 


accuſe ! 
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Man's Great Duty. 69 
accuſe ahd condemn our ſelves ? Cry'im- 
portunately for Pardon and Mercy, unme- 
diately reſolve, and in a dependance' on 
Divine affiftance, preſently ſer upon a faith- 
ful and moſt vigorous Amendment ? Sure 
ie will become us to apply our ſelves ſpeedi- 
ly, To work owt our Salvation with fear and 
trembling, and' to give" all diligence to make 
our Calling* and Electwon ſure. | 

And it thoſe who have made the greateſt 
proficiency in Religion, have ſo much oc- 
caſion to upbraid themſelves, and to ac- 
knowledge that they deſerve to have their 
Faces covered with Shame' and Confuſion ; 
If ſuch be'fearcely ſaved, then whae may 
be ſaid of others? Where ſhall the Wicked 
and Ungodly, the openly Vicious and Pro- 
phane, the Unrighteous and Unmercitul, 
the Luxarious and the Covetous, the-Form- 
aliſt andthe Hy pocrite/appear? 

Al People'are bufie and'/much 'concern- 
ed' tor ſomething or other. i' We, are con- 
cerned much- for our Bodies, for our Fem- 
poral Lite, Health, and Happinefs, for our 
Eaſe, our” Pleaſure,” our Profits; for our 
Houſes, Lands, Cattle;' Wares, Merchan- 
dize, &c. But how few are concerned half 
fo much for / their - Souls 'and their Sal 
vation, as they are- for thoſe momentary, 
tranſient, and uncertain things? Yer 

every 
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every Man ought to. be more concerned | 
for the Salvation of his Soul, than for all | 


other things. Sirs, refle&t upon your ſelves, 
and with good deliberation conſider your 


State, and in what manner you have- hi- | 
therto behaved your ſelves, and what is | 


your Diſpoſition and Carriage * Do you 


not indulge your ſelves in your Luſts and | 


vicious Courſes, tho you have been often 


admoniſhed and warned, and adviſed to | 


the contrary ? Are you not -induſtrious and 
diligent in providing for, and fulfilling the 
Luſts of the Fleſh? Do you not conform 
your ſelves to thedinful fafhions and cuſtoms 
of :this evil World 2 Do, you not live and 


perſiſt in thoſe pra&tices you are convinced | 


in your Conſciences, are diſallowed and 
condemned by him who will be your Judge, 
and which you have atleaſt pretended 1o- 
lemnly to Renounce? Are you , not Ene- 
mies in. your minds to the power. of God- 
lineſs ? Do you not-make it appear by your 
practices, that you are not willing to bere- 
Cconciled to a ſerious, gracious and heavenly 


courſeot Life? How can you pretend. you ate | 


concerned for your Salvation, - whilſt. you 
obſtinately refuſe to walkin the qnly Way 
which leads unto - it? Do you not make 
light of Chriſt? Are you. not contentedly 


ignorant of the great Truths relating to his | 


Perſon, 
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Perſon, his Natures and-his - Offices, or at 
leaſt 'of the pra&ical. Improvement you 
ſhould make of them ? Do you not ſturdi- 
ly reje& his gracious Invitations, contemn 
his Authority, and refuſe to follow” his Ex- 
ample ? Does not the World and your Plea- 
{ures/carry away your Aﬀections and Hearts 
from him ? Do you not undervalue. the Or- 
dinances inſtituted in the Goſpel, and: make 
lictle or no account of the means of Grace? 
Are younot altogether Heartleſs and Form- 
al in, and careleſs in being made better by 
the uſe of them ? Do you not ordinarily 
allow any thing to excuſe you from .at- 
tending - on: God: in them, tho God. hath 
writ to'you the great things of his Law, Hof. 
8.12, Do you not account them as a 
ftrange thing? Are you not altogether un- 
concerned for the due and ſerious per- 
tormance of the private duties of Religion ?. 
Do you not paſs over. Days and - Weeks, 
without examining your Hearts, and en- 
quiring into your Pragices and the State 
and condition of your Souls, without read- 


| Ing the word of God, ſo as to inform your 


lelves thereby in his Mind, and quicken 
you to your Duties, without -praying with 
iuch a compoſedneſs of Spirit and aft Ri- 
onateneſs of Sou], as the nature of that Du- 


ty and your own Caſes call for ? Do you 


at 
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at all delight in ſerious religious {piricual | 
Diſcourſe ? Or, do you make any enquiries ' 
for your ſound Inſtruction and fate gui- 
dance in the way to Blefledneſs, and for | 
your afliftance towards Salvation ? May | 
you not eafily convince your felves from ! 
theſe and the like Inftances that you do not! 
heartily concern your ſelves for, but are n- | 
deed regardleſs of the Salvation of your 
_ And, will you obſtinately continue | 
Oo? ; 
O! how extreamly dangerous is your E-| 
ſtate ! How juſtly are you to be reproved,| 
feeing you have paſsd over ſo much of your 
time in a neglect of that: which ſhould have 
been moſt deeply Imprinted on your Hearts, 
and ſhould have had the moſt powerful in-; 
fluence on your whole Practice! Your 
= is exceeding great, . and you are ab-. 
olutely - without Excuſe. You a& againit 
all the principles of Reafon, and dictates, 
of common Prudence. You run counter | 
co your own Proteflion, You tear in pie, 
ces your moſt ſolemn and ſacred Vows. 
You'caſt contempt upon God himſelf, and | 
affront, ſcorn, and teſtifie your ſpitefulneb| 
againſt the very Commilſeration and Love,| 
the Bowels and Blood of his only Begotten| 
Son. Inſtead of reaping advantage from 
the Death of Chriſt, you do your utmoſt 
ro 


Li 
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to Crucifis him afreſh. You do what you 
are able to put him to open Shame. You 
manifeſtly judge and declare your ſelves 
unworthy of Eternal Lite. You deſtroy 
your own Hopes, and render the Patience 
and Mercy of God ( other Peoples princi- 
pal Support and Comfort on all occaſions } 
unconceivably Terrible and Frighttul to 
your ſelves: You forfeit what you purſue, 
and you turn your preſent Poſleflions, into 
real Curſes: And when you Periſh ever- 
laſtingly, you will have and inherit your 
own Choice. You muſt expe& your Con- 
demnation will be much more aggravated 
than other Peoples, How little a while 
can you enjoy the Riches, Pleaſures and 
Vanities, you prefer above your Souls, and 
their Salvation ? And whether do you think 
you can fly for help and comfort, when 
God and Chriſt ſhall abandon you to the 
inſuperable laſhes and accuſations of vour 
own guilty Conſciences ? And to the never 
tading, but incomprehenſible Torments of 
a Damned State. | 
. You profeſs you believe there is ſuch a 
bleſſed and glorious Eſtate to be obtained, 
as that is which the word of God doth g1ve 
an account of : But you do not heartily be- 
lieve what you would have the World he- 
ligve you do. For were you really and 
 - iuly 
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fully perſwaded of the truth, certainty and 
excellency of what God hath proimiſed to 
the Faithful and Obedient, you would con- 
cern your ſelves in good earneſt, to get an 
intereſt in, and right unto the ſame. If | 
you had a ſtrong and firm per{waſion of 
thoſe things you would be throughly per- 
{waded,that the way God hath preſcribed, is | 
not only ſuitable, but abſolutely neceſlary. 
You would be reconciled to follow that | 
courſe of Life, he hath ordained for them ! 
co walk in, who ſhall inherit them. People | 
do conſtantly a& according to the predo- | 
minancy of their Perſwaſion and Belief. 
Lord ! What Multitudes who profeſs the | 
| Chriſtian Faith, are ruined by a lecret, 
but predominant Unbelief! It is an evil 
Heart of Unbelief, that makes to depart 
trom the living God, Heb. 3. 12. 
You hehave your ſelves in this Matter as 
if you were quite void of Reaſon, You are | 
thoughtful enough in all other caſes, pre- | 
tend to be prudent, will think and confſi- 
der, ponder and project how to manage 
your little Half penny Aﬀairs to your ut- | 
molt Advantage, and would not by any | 
means give People occaſion to ſuſpett you 
inconſiderate and weak, filly and indiſcreet  : 
in ordeiing your Worldly Buſineſs. But as! 
to iwhat concerns your Souls and Eternity 3 | 
you, 
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you live at random, as if theſe things were 
of no moment to you. Whereas, it you | 
did but deliberately weigh your Actions 7 
the Ballance of the Sanffuary, conſider what 
you have done, and what you are about to 
do, and whether your Practices are con- 
fiſtent with, or have any relation to Salva- 
tion, it would be next to impoflible that 
you ſhould continue ſo unmindful of, and } 
perſiſt in a courſe of Practice 1o plainly con- | 

tradictory and fatal to your higheſt Inter- 
eſts. Did you ſeriouſly conſider on your 
ways, you would ſoon perceive invincible 
Reaſons why you ſhould preſently alter your 
courſe, and betake your ſelves to a faithful 
and diligent obſerving of the Divine Teſti- 
monies, Pal. 119. 59. An irreparable mil- 
carriage, admits of no Excuſe ; yea, is hor- 
ribly aggravated, when it appears to be the 
pure effe& of voluntary Inconſideration. 
How exceedingly will ic encreaſe a and 
heighten the torments of Damnation, when 
a Man ſhall be neceflitated to accule hint- 
felt, that he never conſidered what he did, 
nor would not think what he was to do, 


that he might be Saved ? | 


What a groundlefs Confidence and de- | 
ſperate Preſumption do you pleaſe your 
ſelves with, if you provide your ſelves other 
Claims to Salvation, than God will appro 
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of? How come you to have reaſon to think * 
you have enough to plead for your ad- | 
miſſion into the Kingdom of God, becauſe | 
you enjoy outward Privileges, and partake | 
of Goſpel Ordinances, whilſt you caſt off 
all care, that theſe may have their proper | 
effects on your Hearts and Lives, fee- | 
ing our Saviour, Lord and Judge hath ex- ! 
preſly ſaid, Many will ſay to me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we mot Propheſied in thy | 
Name ? And in thy Name have caſt out Devils? | 
And in thy Name done many wonderful Works ? | 
And then I will profeſs unto them, I never knew | 
you ; depart from me ye that work Iniquity,' | * 
Mace. 7. 22, 23. Can a groſler Dotage be | 
imagined, than for People to live preſump- | 
tuoully in evil Courſes, and yet buoy up | « 
themſelves with confident hopes of making f 
f-. amends for their tranſgrefling of God's } + 
if Laws, and of providing themſelves a ſafe | t 
paſſage to Heaven, when they can tarry | 
no longer upon Earth, by ways of their | t 
own, or other Peoples deviſing ? This was | 
an Impoſture which prevailed amongſt the | 
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Phariſees of Old; it does obtain amongſt | h 
the Superſtitions in theſe days; it is the | as 
principal Fancy ,which ſupports the rude,im- | 9! 

| a 


moderate and unreaſonable Heat, Peopls | 
manifeſt for thoſe matters, of which we | 


read not one Syllable in any of the Divine | 
Oracles. | 


wy 


"y TY . ny SO SE 0 
I 


ear i ag OSTER _ 
5 es conn Bo; EI J y 


jw) 
z 


hm} ya 
a tt m7 ROI Sen ten; TO; ASST qv gt. 545; 


bh) 
ed 


Cd mo 
NO 


Max's Great Duty. 71 


Oracles- O ! the ſenſeleſs deluſions wh 
which Multitudes: willingly ſuffer them- 
{elves to be cheated'! and this in a Buſineſs 
of the greateſt Conſequence. imaginable ? 
With what eaſe and readineſs do men of ill ” 
Lives reconcile. themſelves to confident 
hopes of Salvation, - perlwading themlclves, 
that by a few. new-deviſed ways of Corpo- 
ral Mortifications, and empty Abſtinencies, 
ſome ritual Obſervances, or at, molt a pe- 
cuniary Indulgence, they inall make a very 
good Comntation for all their ſmmoralitics, 
and purchaſe an eaſie Paſsport unto Glory7 


* Sirs! What reaſon can you alledge tor.” 


your entertaining and hardning your: 
ſelves in your vicious Courſes with Diaboli- 
cal ſuggeſtions? Whydo you ſuffer your ſelves, - 
to be ſo tamely impofed on, by your grand. 
Adverfary the Devil? He does all he can 
to lead his Captives on ſmooth!y, and with- . 
out any ſuſpicion, tor that remedileſs Perdi- 
tion, where he deſigns they ſhoukt be ever- 
laſtingly Lodged. When you pleate your. 
ſelves that ſuch ſeriouſneſs of Spirit, ſuch 
holineſs of Life, ſuch circumſpe&t Walking 
as the faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel inſit. 
on, and commend to People, is not nece(* 
ſary to your being Saved : Is it not the De- 
vil who doth furniſh you with theſe Inſinu- 
ations ? When you plead the Goodneſs and, 

= 2 Mercy 
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Mercy of God in expreſs contradiction to 


the whole tenor of his Word. Whence doth | 
this illuſion ariſe but from your Minds be- | 
ing darkned with the Vapours and Steams | 
which aſcend from the Bottomleſs Pie ? | 
Why will you fo affront God, and abuſe | 


his moſt Divine Excellencies, to diſguiſe 


the internal Treachery of the Father of Lies, | 


and great deſtroyer of Souls? Who but. 
your molt miſchievous Enemy can prompt | 
you thus to pervert the Declarations of ! 
God's Goodneſs, to defeat the main intend- | 
ment of the riches of his Grace ? Can you | 
exerciſe your Reaſon, can you Meditate# 
and think in any degree, and yet believe | 
you ſhall be able to vindicate your tenaci- | 
K ons adhering to a Notion which Cancels | 
$ - all the Authority of God's Commands, de- | 
{ veſts him of his Truth and Faichfulneſs, and : 
transforms his whole Revelation into- a | 
plain piece of Falſhod and Impoſture ? _ 
How wretchedly does Satan infatuate | 
and befool you, when he perſwades you | 
to put off your concerning your ſelves for | 
the Salvation of your Souls, to a more cor | 
wenient Seaſon? And prevails with you to | 


k 


Rifle, efface and vanquiſh your preſent Con- | 


victions, by pretending you may do it with | 


8 better Grace hereafter; and that a riper and | 


more mature Age, will be much more pro- | 
per | 
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per for, and agreeable to ſo Auſtere and 
Gtave a Buſineſs? Whom do you gratifie 
in negleing to mind your Salvation, but 
your worlt and moſt miſchievous Enemy ? 
And will you humor him, when you can- 
not doit any other way, than by running 
the moſt Diſmal Risk, and rendring your 
Salvation at leaſt next to Impoſlible? Can 
any time be ſo convenient for this Work, 
as the preſent, ſeeing the preſent is the only 
Seaſon you can call your own ? Seeing you 
are not ſure of more time- to mind it in ? 
Seeing the preſent Seaſon 1s the only time, 
wherein you can truly hope to attend it 
with good Succeſs ? Are you 1o deſtitute of 
Reaſon and-good Senſe, as not to perceive 
that if you allow Satan to have ſuch an a-: 
{cendent over you, as to wheedle you at 
this rate, he will drill you on ſo long, you 
will have no time at laſt to concern your 
{elves for the Salvation of your Souls, to, 
any purpoſe ?- 

Sis, What do you mean ? What is your 
Purpoſe ? What are you reſolved on ? Sure 
you will not ſay, you fully determin to de- 
ſtroy thoſe precious Souls you are entruſted 
with, and make an Experiment, how 


much your abuſing Divine Patience, con- 


temning infinite Mercy, and deſpiſing the 
Riches of God's Grace, will add to the 
E. 4 Horror 
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Horror and Anguiſh of the Damned. Oh! _ 
.that you would ſeriouſly conſider of Mat- ! 
ters, and ſhew your ſelves Men, yea, ſhew + 
your ſelves what according to your | 
Proteſhon you ſhould be, Chriftians, before ' 
the door of Hope be quite ſhut ; whilſt there ' 
remains a poſbbility of eſcaping that Ver: | 
geance, and fiery Indignation, which ſhall de. 
vour the Adverſaries | Do you think you are | 
able to contend with the 4Imighty ? Are | 
you equal Matches for that God, who is a | 


Conſuming Fire ?2Can you with calm and fe: | 


1 


rene Minds, dwell with Everlaſting Burnings? | 
Alas ! how foon may God begin to write. 
againſt you Bitter things * How ſoon can he | 
tlirow «your Conſciences into Convnlſions,, 
and wound your Souls, by cauſing the In- | 
venomed Darts of his Fury to ſtick faſt in ' 
thera? In what a caſe will you be, When | 
the Lord Feſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven | 
with his mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking | 
vengeance on them who know not God, and | 
tbat obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Feſas Chriſt, 
22ho ſhail be puniſhed with everlaſting Deſt rutti- 
ou, from the preſence of the Lord, and from the 
power of his Glory, 2 Thell. 1. 7,8,9, What 
will you. do, when the Great and terrible day | y 
of the Lord ſhall come? Whether will you ' x 
then fly? How will you then be able to ap-; $ 
pear before, and look your incenſed Judge | 9, 
: In | 


7 
# 
7 
' 
$ 
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in the Face ? What will you then plcad tor. 
your ſelves? Where do you think to hide 
your ſelves? Rocks and Mountains cannot - 
then conceal you ! What can {creen you 
from irreſiſtible Power 2 How do you think 
you ſhall eſcape the effects of Impartial Ju- 
ftice ? Now conſider this, ye that forget God, leſt 
he tear you in pieces, and. there be none to deli- 
wer, Pfal. 50. 22. 

But alas ! how difficultly are ſuch Peo- 
ple brought to conſider t9e things 20hich be- 
long to their Peace? What multitudes are 
there every where who have ſo habituated 
themſelves to neglect their Salvation, and 
to thoſe courſes which have the plaineſt 
tendency to ruin their Souls Everlaitinely ; 
they have hardned themſelves againſt all 
Reproof; whoſe Conſciences are fo cau- 
teriz'd, or ſeared, they can hear the. moſt 
dreadful threatnings Recorded in the Word 
of God, and their Hearts not be moved or 
attected at all with them? yea, in expreſs 
deflance of thole Menaces, can Bleſs then 
ſelves in theirIniquities. What 1o ſtrange and {© 


| - amazing! as that: People ſhould be in ſo 


torlorn a State, and yer will not be. pre- 
vailed with by any means to take notice of 
it! They are ſenſible of Hunger, . Cold, 
oickneſs, any Corporal wants and pains, 
v1 troubleſome Times, worldly Loffes, un- 

E 5 {calonable 
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reaſonable Weather, ec. But have no ſenſe 
_ "of their ſpiritual Wants, and the great dan- | 
ger their Souls are in. Tho they are under | 
the wrath of God, ftand on the very brink | 
of Hell, and are not certain of being one | 
Hour out of unquenchable Flames, yet | 
they are altogether unconcerned, can Eat | | 
and Drink and Sleep, and follow their | 
Sports, and worldly Buſineſſes with Eager- ; | 
neſs, as if they were in no danger, nor had | | 
any reaſon at all to be afraid. There is a! {| 
way that ſeemeth right unto a Man, but the} 
end thereof are the ways of Death, Prov. 14.| ' 
12, O that the carnally ſecure and pre-: « 
fumptuous would ponder, believe, and} x 
faithfully apply this Scripture to them-| 
ſelves! I do not only pity multitudes off « 
ignorant poor People, who mind nothing I 
but a preſent Livelyhoad, but a great many] 
who live in pomp, have huge worldly Pot 
{eflions, do fair Deliciouſly every day, be} 
 ſtow the moſt of their thoughts, and the} tf 
greateſt portions of their time, and their! 
Wealth, upon their Bodies, which muſt in! + 
4 little time be laid in the. Grave, and at: 
laſt, (unleſs they come to- be of anothe!| 
Mind, and to alter their courſe in due} 
time before they Die ) together with thei 
miſerable, guilty, negleed Souls, be 'I or 
mented. in Hell Fire tor eyer, 
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t | gory of, and-negleced this moſt neceſ- 
Tj 


Cr 


ary and important Buſineſs ? Let us ſpeedi- 
ly ſer apart ſome portion of our time 
tor this Work, and employ our calmeſt and 
moſt penetrating Thoughts in ſearching out 
the State and Condition of our Souls. In 
conſidering what we have been doing 2: 
Whether we are going 2 What. will be- 
come of us, if we ſhould preſently be Sum- 
moned to appear before God's 'Tribunal ? 
Whither we muſt be Sentenced to that un- 
quenchable Fire, which is prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels, or to dwell with Chriſt 


In Glory ? Whether we ſhall ſee the Face 


of God with Comfort and Joy, or have 
our Souls filled with Aſftoniſhment. and Con- 
tufion? Whether we ſhall hear thoſe joyful - 
Words, Well done thou geod' and foukful Ser- 
vazt, or that terrible 'Chunder, Depart thou 
Curſed, 1 know thee not thou wicked deer * It 
doth behove us to enquire ſeriouſly, and to 
get ſpeedily a ſound knowledge of the E- 
ate of our Souls, left Death and Hell 
ſhould {urprize us ; Death and Judgment 
are haſtning a pace, and ir will be. too late 
To 
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| ſenſible of your Sin, Guilt and danger, | 
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ro think of amending what is amiſs, and | 


flying from Wrath, it we leave this World | 
in an unr2conciled Eſtate. Yet you have 


time and means, and encouragements and | 


helps to difcover the Truth of your Cor: | 
dition ; yet you may prevent your eternal 
Mifzry, if you have been unconcerned for 
your Souls ;, yet you may eſcape the Pu- 
niſhments you have deſerved, it you be truly 


a1 _ Oy do At. ia. 


do humbly betake you unto Chriſt, reform} 
your Lives, cloſe with. the offers of Mercy,} 
and lay hold. of the Grace which is ten- 
dred. | 
You will ſay (it may be )-you hope well, 
and you. truſt. chat all will end well. But I 
pray you, what ground have you for that 
Hope and. Truſt ? Groundleſs Hope will 
not Save you. Such Hope is but Preſump- 
tion, it hath ruin'd Thouſands and Millions 
Examin your ſelves therefore impartially, 
ſearch out what your Eftarte is, bring this| 
marter to a full determinate Hlue. Awake! 
careleſs drowſie Soul! pleaſe not thy felt! 
with fooliſh Dreams. any longer | Lord of 
ail Grace.and Might! pour down thy gra; 
cieus Influences ! awake our drowhie, ſleepy! 
{unſ{elels Conſciences, make us to attend to, 
and obey the word of Exhortazion : 


Hearken. 


[ 
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Hearkerr every one, liſten to Advice, and 


| improve the preſent Opportunity : Know 


that you are called on, exhorted and warn- 
ed, and if you continue finally ſturdy and 
diſobedient, you will be without Excule. 

If you Periſh, your Blood will be required 

at your own Hands. Your Damnation will 

”"_ wholly upon your ſelves. Conſider there- 
ore, 

I. If yoa have been unconcerned all your 
time for your Souls and their Salvation, 
and are under the power of-Sin and your 
Lufſts, and in an unreconciled Eſtate, you 
a”e in a very evil and dangerous Effate. 
You have been pulling down inſupportable 
loads of Wrath upon your ſelves. It you 
perſiſt and die in this Eſtate, it will be im- 
poſlible for any thing to interpoſe and ſcreen 
you from the terrible ſtrokes of divine Ven- 
geance, or to ſupport and bear you up, un- 
der that mighty weight of Horror and 
Torment you have been hailing upon your 
Selves. What trembling of Heart, failing 
ot Eyes, and ſorrow of Soul will then ſeize 
on you ? Is this an eſtate to be deſired ?- Is 
this an Eſtate to ſleep and ſlumber and- re- 
pole your ſelves.quietly in ? 

- 2. This was your Eſtate once. We are 
all naturally concluded under Sin and Guilt. 
Children of Wrath, dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins-z 

without. 
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without Holineſs,unconcerned for our Souls, 
Enemies to God, and obnoxious unto his! 
Diſpleaſure. And every Man continues in 
this evil Eſtate, till he 1s effe&tually Rege. 
nerated, and doth heartily entertain the! 
word of Reconciliation, by and through Jeſus| 
Chriſt. Till a real, ſpiritual, gracious} 
Change is wrought in him, he is an Enemy 
to God, is actually provoking of God, and| 
treaſuring up Wrath for himſelf againſt 
that Great Day, when the Diſobedient and 
Unbelieving, and thoſe who are uncon- 
cerned for their precious Souls, muſt be 
Deſtroyed; with an utter and an everlaſt- 
ing Deſtruction, Thoſe who are now ini 
the holieſt and happieit Eſtate, were once 
in this Guilty and wretched Eſtate. Suci 
vere ſome of you, &Cc. 1 Cor. 6. 11. We 
our ſelves were ſometime fooliſh difobedient,| 
ſerving divers Luſts, &c. Tit. 3. 3. | 
3. You have too juſt ground to ſuſped} 
and fear you are in this dreadful Eſtate,} 
till you make a faithful enquiry into your 
Eſtate. You cannot ordinarily have a ſound! 
knowledge, that your Souls are in a good! 
condition, without refleting upon your! 
ſelves, and deſcending to a ſtri&t and ftaith-j 
ful Examination, If you entertain an opt 
nion that all is well and ſafe, as to your 
Souls, you have no occaſion to take any! 
comfort: 
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s, | comfort in that Opinion, becauſe you have 
1s! no ground or reaſon for it, which you 


know of. It may be meer Dzabolical Delu- 


+} fon for any thing you know to the contra- 


' Ty, having never duly enquired into the 
| Matter, Yea, 

4. The more ſecure and confident you 
are, having never made a thorough enquiry 
into the State of your Souls, the more ſad 
and dangerous your Eftate is. For this ar- 
gues you have ſinned your ſelves out of a_ 
ſenſe of all your ſpiritual and eternal Con- 
cernments ; and that you have fo entirely 
committed your ſelves to Satan's Conduct, 
as to rely on his Word for your Safety and 
Happineſs. *Tis his Intereſt ro do what he 
can to ſupport and heighten your Preſump- 
tion, and to prevent your being prevailed 
with to ſearch feriouſly into your Eſtate. 
He would deceive but few, did he not flat- 
ter them with hopes of Heaven at laſt, 
Could you ſee from one end and ſide of 
Hell, to the other, what a dreadful Spe- 
acle would you behold? And amongſt 
thoſe enumerable multitudes of Damned 
Wretches which have gone thither in every 


h-j Age of the World ; how few would you 


ſee in compariſon of thoſe who were 1e- 
cure, confident, ſelf-deluding Sinners when 
they were on Earth ? Who went thither 

Blindfold,. 
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they will not ſuſpe&t they may be in the 
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Blindfold, refuſing to ſearch into their E- 
ſtate, and conſider whether they were go- 
ing? Who were reſolved to Believe well, 
and Hope well, ( as they phras'd it) of} 
themſelves, without ever examining thei | 
Spiritual Eſtate, in - defiance of all Warr: | 
ings and Exhortations that could be ad-| 
miniſtred unto them ? What a deplorable | 
thing is it, to conſider how People do at! 
Satan's inſtigation, harden themſelves a: | 
gainſt Fear, and all Conſideration, fo that | 


way to Hell, till they do irrecoverably 
drop into it? And, - | 
5. In what a fearful Eſtate wilt thou be;,} 
who obſtinately refuſeſt to conſider what 
thy condition really is, if at laſt thou be 
found an unreconciled Sinner, utterly un-| 
concerned for the Salvation of thy Soul? | 
If this be thy caſe when Death hath ſeized | 
thee, thou muſt preſently fink into un-| 
quenchable Flames. And then what a mr} 
ſerable helpleſs Wretch wilt thou be for 
ever ? What a dreadful thing will it be to} 
be ſcared and rafted out of thy Spiritual! 
Slumber and Sleep, by the actual Pains and 
Agonies of Damnation ?. Should a Man! 
Sleeping at his own home, be a little mo- 
ved with the cry of Fire, Fire ! but without 
enquiring whether his -Dwelling-place were | 
| in 
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in Danger, ſhould compoſe himſelf again 
for Sleep, and not awake, till rafted out of 
his Sleep by the ſcorching heat and vehe- 
ment noiſe of the Fire burning down his 
own Houſe, and ſhould he as ſoon as his 
Eyes are open, behold his Bed and all his 
Room in Flames, how gaſtly would het 
look, being thus affrighted our of his Sleep, 
and ſeeing no way to eſcape thoſe devou- 
ring Flames, which have ſeized on every 
part of his Room ? What loud Outcries, 
and dreadful Schrieks would he utter ? How 
deplorable ſhould we conceive his condi- 
tion, ſhould we ſee his gaſtly Looks, and 
hear his Roarings,and his mournful Groans, 
whilſt Burning and Roaſting in the Flames 
of his own Houſe, not able to fly from that 
{corching Fire, nor any able to come near 


| to help him, becauſe compaſſed in by thoſe 


furious and mercileſs Flames ? If this would 


' beſofull of Terror to that miſerable unfor- 
. | tunate dying Perſon, and would fill the 
\ Beholders with, moſt affe&tionate Trouble 
| and Grief, what muſt the Dread and Hor- 
; ror of that Sinner be, who ſleeping ſecurely 
; In his Sins, will take no warning, but at laſt 
; 1s ratted out of his Sleep by the Flames of 
: Hell, and finds himſelf as ſoon as ever he 


awakes, in unquenchable Burnings, and his 


| Eſtate becomes one dreadful Schrick, conti- 


nued 
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. nued (if T may fo phraſe it ) to the utmoſt] 


% 


length of Eternity ? E 


6. Remember, we muſt every one be; 
concerned for our own Salvation, and we! 
mult every one try our ſelves, and examin; 
our own Eſtate ; for none can do theſe} 
things effectually for us without our con} 
Ccurrence, and we muſt every one anſwer! 
before God for our ſelves, and be Saved! 
or Damned in our own Perſons. Others 
may adviſe and counſel us, give rules and} 
directions to afliſt us in the Work, but they} 
cannot peremptorily determin the Cale, for| 
our Hearts may be falſe and rotten, and! 
corrupt, prophane, hypocritical and proud,} 
when we are performing the outward parts} 
of Duties ; yea, when we perform them 
to the great liking and admiration of others, 
If it appear at laſt that we have been un-| 
concerned for our Souls, and died impe-| 
nitently in our Sins, who ſhall anſwer tor! 
us? Will any one take off the blame from} 
us? Alas! we muſt anſwer for our ſelves, | 
and bear our own Sins. Witneſſes and Ac- 
Ccuſers there will be enough againſt us, but 
not one Advocate. Not one of all thok 
Multitudes who follow ſome wicked Mens ! 
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Corpſes to the Grave, either cag or dares | 


g0 along with the Soul ro God's Tribunal, 


co plead for and anſwer God on its _ 
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j 
oft] If thou art wicked and unconcerned for 
: thy own Salvation, and dieft Impemitent, 


be 


no other Perſon will go to Hell in thy ſtead, 


| but thou muſt bear thy own guilt, periſh, 


and be Damned and Tormented everlaſt- 
ingly in thy own Perſon. Search therefore 


| ſpeedily into your Eſtate, and leave not 
| Matters of ſuch weight, to all Adventures, 
and at Uncertainties. Let us be prevailed 
with to ſet about this work in all ſincerity, 
' and without delay, that we may every one 


be acquainted with our own Eſtate, and 


| learn how we are to manage and behave 


our ſelves for the future, and what courſe 
we are to apply our felves unto further, in 


| order to our everlaſting Wellfare, 


Some of you have paſt over a great many 
Years, and have no reaſon to expect that 


| p ſhould live many more. Now, if you 


ave been regardleſs of your Souls, and 
have hitherto negleted to examin your 
Eſtate, how ought you to be troubled for 
{o great faults? What Sins might you have _ 
avoided ? What Good might you have done? 
What Comfort might you have treaſur'd 


' Up for your ſelves, had you begun and faith- 
| fully gone through this Enquiry ſome Years 
|. ago? Take heed of continuing your Neg- 
| Tet; refuſe not to comply with this preſent 
| Kntreaty, leſt God ſhould give you over in 


Judgment, 
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Judgment, and you ſhould be hardned and: 
ſealed to a molt juſt and dreaful Condem- 
nation. Why will you refuſe and ſin againſt 
your own Mercies? Why will you bring | 
your own Gray Hairs to the Grave with Sor-) 
row 2 Why will you pierce your own Hearts | 
thorough with Sorrow 2 Why will you ru} 
In and deſtroy your own ſelves ? Is it. not} 
yet high time for you to know and under-| 
{tand what you have been doing ? Whom} 
you have been ſerving? And what is like} 
to become of you for ever ? FS 

And you who are not ſo much ſtricken 
in years, even the youngeſt of yov, who are} 
come tv years of Diſcretion, it behoves} 


you to be very inquiſitive about the State] 


of your Souls. What Confſternation and 
Amazement will ſeize you, if you ſhould 
be cut off in the midſt of your Years, and 
then eternally upbraid your ſelves with ha- | 
ving ſpent the beſt of your Years, and the | 
choiceſt of your Strength, yea, your whole 

time in a way of Hoſtility and War againſt | 
God ? You have no more aſſurance of time |} 
than the oldeſt Man has ; and if you die 1n | 
the flower of your Age, in an un-recotr ! 
ciled Eſtate, wholly unconcerned for the : 
ſalvation of your Souls, you muſt as infal- : 
libly be Sentenced unto Hell, as the oldeſt 

and moſt oyergrown Sinner in the World. | 
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id: Theinfernal Flames will prey as violently 
- on you who are thrown into them in your 
' greener Age, as they will on thoſe who are 
' caſt into them in their decayed and wither- 


ed Age. A ſtrong Fire- burns the greeneſt 
Log, as well as the drieſt, tho the green 
may make a little more noiſe for a while. 
Whatever your outward State and Circum- 
ſtances may be in this World, be you Rich 
or Poor, High or Low, Learned or Un- 


| learned, Maſter or Servant, you are equal- 
ly concerned in this Buſineſs. He that lives | 


and dies in an un-regenerate Eſtate, wholly 


regardleſs of, and unconcerned for his Sal- 


vation, will loſe his Soul, his whole ſelf, 
and what hath any Man More ? Or, it he 
have, What is all the World to one who 
is Damned, and in Eternal Torments ? 
Good Lord, open the Hearts of Sinners 
now, that they may entertain Advice ! 
And fo improve what kath been faid, that 
it may produce ſome good Effect ! Let not 
every one continue in a groundlels Soul- 


| deſtroying Preſumption !' Let not Satan 


eriumph, that he carries all away headlong 


- | and unconcernedly unto Hell, in defiance 
; of all perſwaſion to Conſideration and En- 
- + Quiry ! Lord, let not the Exhortation be 


wholly loſt ! but cauſe ſome one Self-delu- 
ding 
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ding Wretch to be awakened, and brought ' 
co a right Mind! | 
Friend ! what. doſt thou intend to do ? 
Wilt thou ſtubbornly ſhut thy Eyes and | 
ſlumber, till Vengeance doth actually ſeize | 
on thee ? Till infinite Wrath come upon | 
thee and ſurround thee, ſo that there ſhall | 
be no eſcaping ? Canſt thou be contented | 


-——_ _ 
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to be reproached by multitudes of forlorn | 


andone Souls, that thon art the Aonſter | 
that would'{t not hearken.and conſider, but 


would'ſt voluntarily Damn thy Self, in op- | 


poſition to all Perſwaſion ? Search and try 
thy ſelf now at laſt, and take heed leſt there 
be in thee a Root that beareth Gall and. 
Wormwood, and do not whilſt thou hear- | 
eft theſe words, Bleſs thy ſelf in thy Heart, 
ſaying, I ſhall hawe Peace, tho I walk in the I 
magination of my Heart, to add Drunkenneſs to 
Thirſ#, Deut. 29. 18, &c. Know thou who 
ever thou art, the Lord will not ſpare thee, 
bat the Anger of the Lord and his Jealoufie 
ſhall ſmoke againſt thee, and all the Curt: 
es that are written in his Book, ſhall lye 
upon thee; the Lord ſhall ſeparate thee un- 
to Evil, according to all the Curſes of the 
Covenant, that are written in his Book. 


Sirs, have ſome pity upon your ſelves} - 


What hurt have your precious Souls eve! 


done you, that you ſhould thus neglect a 
Ca 
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caſt them out of your thoughts, that you 
ſhould revenge your ſelves on them in this 
manner ? How can you think to eſcape, if 
you ſtill negle& this Enquiry 2 What will 
you ſay for your ſelves at the Great Day 
of the Lord? Sure you will not pretend 
you were never warned,or perſwaded. And 
would not thoſe Powers and Faculties you 
employ in examining other matters, ſerve 
you to much better purpoſe on this account? 
And hath not God given you a Rule, and 
ſet you down Marks and Characters, by 
comparing your ſelves with which, you may 
acquire a diſtin&t and true knowledge of 
your Eſtate ? Do not your Bibles tell you 
very plainly, what ſorts of People will be 
jhut out of the Kingdom ? And how ſhould 
you know, whether you be or be not of 
thoſe numbers, if you refuſe to examin 
and make a true judgment of your ſelves ? 
Preſume what you pleaſe of your ſelves, 
God cannot* be deceived, nor will he be 
mocked. Death and Judgment will in due 
time fully diſcover the truth of your State, 
both to your ſelves, and to all the World. 
Can you imagin that this Enquiry ſhould 
do you any prejudice ? If you have been, 


. and are duly concerned for your . Salvation, 


nothing can fill you with a greater and 
ſuch rational Joy and Comfort, than to 
perceive 
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perceive this atteſted upon a juſt Search, 
by the word of God; and that an eternal 
and glorious Inheritance is made lure to 
| you, by the promiſe of that God who can- 
not lye. Whereas a neglect of this Enquiry 
muſt needs deprive you of the beſt and 
greateſt comfort of your Lives. If you have 


been and ftill are unconcerned for your | 


Salvation, nothing can more miſchieyouſly 
hinder your recovery out of that dangerous 
- Eſtate you are in, than your refuſing to 
try and examin your ſelves. Make no de- 
lay therefore, but preſently betake your 
ſelves to what you are perſwaded unto. O! 


— nag ITT wage... 
. 


that you would be ſo kind to me, to grant | 


me this one requeſt! I beg it of you for your | 


own Sakes ! I have no Intereſt to ſerve by it 
but your own, that you may preſently e- 
icape out of the ſnares of the Devil, and be 
lafe from eternal Agonies, that you may 
not walk any longer in the Broad 
Road, . which ends in Hell, and irre- 
pairable Deſtruction, but may live in Peace 
and Comfort here, and Reign with Chriſt 
in Glory tor ever. 

Reaſon then and argue with your ſelves 
about this Matter. Cannot you diſcourſe 
thus with your ſelves? How terrible and 
dreadful a thing will it be, to be found at 
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been all his Life-unconcerned for his Soul : 
To have God and: Chriſt Enenues, when I 
muſt. appear before their Tribunal ! 'He 
that commanded me into Being and Lite, 
can with a word ſpeak me into Eternal 
Miſery ! The Holy God, 1 mult needs ac- 
knowledge, loves Holineſs, and cannot but - 
hate Iniquity. 'He will in his Righteaus | 
Jadgment, ! infallibly make .a difference -be-* | 
twixt People: He will afltiredly 1leparate . 
the Holy ' from' the: Vile. Then ſhall the 
Righteous be diſcerned from the Wicked, and, he 
that ſerveth God,from him that ſerveth him not, 
Mal. 3:-17;128. :I:am at” preſent. undoubt- 
edlyi of one* of -theſe Ranks: And: doth: it 
notqmuchconcerr-:\mete underitand 'what 
my Eſtate is? 'Careleſs negligent -Wretch? 
in omitting.an enquiry. of ſuch Importance 
ſo long ! - The --time. paſt ſhall ſuffice, 
to have live in fo ſupine. and :unthoughttul 
a mantier# My Eyes thall-not, Sleep, nor. 
will I-give :flember to: my Eye-lids; till I 
havemade a diligent Enquiry,and do know 
what the Word of the Lord doth ſay of,and 
tome! I dare not lye down to.Sleep, till I 
have examined:/my Eftate! till, if it appear 

Lhave been unconcerned hitherts'for my 
Sout and 4ts: Salvation; E have. fied: hearti-, | 
lytor-Pardoriiand Peace through the Blood 
w_ of 
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of Chriſt! left I ſhould .fleep the, Sleep of 
Death ! k:ſt'Doſtrution ſhould ſurprize me? | 
And I ſhould awake in thoſe Flames which 
will never be. quenched! Be' gone all Ex- 
cufes, for I have no Buſineſs 10 neceſſary 
to be attended to, as this! I am not at 
leifure to follow. any Sports, or to mind | 
Wealth, or Honors, yea, or the Neceſla- 
faries of this preſent Life, whilſt I am Ig- | 
norant of the State of my Soul, and kaow | 
net whether I have been duly concerned, 
that my Salvation may be made ure ! i 
will not any longer venture _ upon | 
Uncertainties / Now F have been-called on, 
and exhorted to:apply my {elf to: this Exa: 
mination! Should {fo 8 to comply, God 
may juſtly ſuffer me to be hardned in my | 
Sins. I may never. have the -hke opportu- | 
nity again! Tho I ſhould find I have hi: | 
therto been unconcerned far, the happineſs | 
of my Soul,-. yet eternal. Mifery: may vs | 
prevented} There: yet remaits place for 
Repentance ! and fame-ground ta hape that 
I may find favour with the: Lord! There: 
fore I am -reſolved, nothing hall. divert nas | 
from going through with this Work; Lord: | 
powerfully fix my: Refolutian !:;K.cap my 
my Mind and Heart.ineent-a this Buſineſs, | 
and give me the gracious atliſtance.of Rt 
| _ .ho 
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holy and powerful Spirit, to guide and car- 

ry ”s with ſucceſs thorough it: = 
Sixthly, You who have been. careleſs of 
your Souls,and their Salvation, till this time, 
ſhould now be prevailed with to concern 
your ſelves with all ſeriouſneſs and earneſt-. 
neſs, that they may be ſecured. Could I. 
ſet forth. a miſerable Eſtate before you, in 
the moſt doleful Strains, and with the fulleſt 
account of aggravating Circumſtances\ima- 
inable, I ſhould not declare the thou- 
fndch part of your Wretchedneſs. The 
Groans and-Sobs of the Damned, manifeſt 
they cannot ſpeak what they feel; their 
Shrieks and Clamours: are but broken Rela-\ 


tions of the Horrors and Pains they ſink 


under. And you are obnoxious to all that 
Wrath which doth ſo terrifie- and over- 
whelm them. It you ſtill continue ſecure, 


and cannot bemoan Jour ſelves, nor cry 


heartily. for Pity and Mercy,. your Danger 
encreaſes. Did : you underſtand what you 
are doing, what Vengeance you are trea- 
(uring up for your ſelves; whom you are 
Offending ; what Souls you are Murther- 
10g; what a glorious, holy, powerful, juft 
God. you are. Provoking, what a Change 
would ſoon. appear in you? You would | 


look upon all your Epjoymants as nothing 
| 2 


worth 
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worth ; you would look upon the Pleaſures, 
Riches and Honors of this World, as in- 
fipid © uſeleſs things. The whole World 


would be no more to you than a Priſon, or 


Dungeon, in which you are reſerved till 
the Sentence of Wrath is to be Executed on 


you: The wicked is reſerved to the day of 


Deſtruftion ; they ſhall be brought forth to the 
day of Wrath, Job 21. os Were you ſenſible 
what Love you deſpi 

negle& ; what Mercy you trample under 


your Feet ; what Grace you reje&t ; what 


Patience and Goodneſs you abuſe,and what 
great things you might lay hold on, what 
Inheritances you mighit obtain; what Glory 
you may be aſſured of, if you would but 
conſider things aright, and approve your 
{elves truly Wiſe ; what an alteration. would 
ſoon appear in your Carriage and Con- 
| duct? You will in a little time be convinced 

fully of the: truth'of all this. When Death 
hath executed-its Commiffion againſt you, 
and your Souls are dragg'd-into_ another 
World, continue Infidels it you can. - When 
you have drank a few draughts more, ſpent 
a lictle time'more in your Sports-and Games, 
ſlept a few Nights, drudg'd and toil'd a few 
days more, you will:ſee aid know, and bs 
convinced of theſe things in another man- 

| ner. 


ez what Salvation you 
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ner. Then you will have: no need of ſuc., 
Miniſters to tell you of them, whoſe warn- | 
ings you can now ſ[ight, whole Exhorta- 
tions and Counſel you can now reject with } 
Scorn and Contempt. For then you will- 
hear the Sentence of Condemnation from ' 
One, the Glory of whoſe appearing, you 
will not be able to endure, whole Prefence 
will giieve and terrifie you. | E 
But your caſlz is not. yet quite Deſperate. 
If you will now concern your, ſelves 
heartily for. your Souls, and apply. your 
ſelves in good carneſt, co make their: Sal- 
vation ſure, there is ſome ground for Hope, 
Mercy may yet be had. The Scepter of 
Grace is ſtill held forth. Your endleſs Mi- 
fery may yet-be prevented, You may yer 
be made Holy and Gracious, behold God's 
reconciled Face, and inherit incompreien- 
ſible Glory and Bleſſednels. Nothing will 
hinder; but your wilfulneſs, your reſolved 
continuing. unconcerned for theſe things. 
What Mercy is it that God will yet be ta- 
vourable, notwithſtanding thou haſt at this 
time” been unconcerned and ſtubborn 'in 
thy Enmity ? Will yet, if chou turn ſin- 
cerely, pardon and blot out all is paſt? Will 
receive and honor, love and eternally glo- 
iifte thee? Who would not ſeek reconcili- 
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ation with all his might, with ſuch a gra- 
cious condeſcending, patient and merciful 
God ? Who would. go .on to provoke fuch 
a God, and Damn himſelf in oppoſition 
. ro ſuch Love,and Grace, and Mercy ! What 
acceptance wouldſt thon find with God ? 
What good wouldſt thou do thy ſelf? What 
Happineſs wouldſt thou treaſure up for thy 
ſelf to all future Generations? What Joy 
wouldft thou occaſion in Heaven, wouldſt 
thon now be prevailed with to come out 
of thy miſerable ſinful State, and to, con- 
cern thy ſelf as thou oughteſt for thy Soul, 
and its endleſs wellfare ? Peruſe carefully 


theſe following Scriptures, Luke 15. 7. and | 


IO, and 20, &c. Iſa. 55. 7. 2 Cor. 6. 2. 


Take heed you do not prevent all this to | 
encourage your ſelves to continue in your 


_ ufizoncernedneſs for your Salvation. For 
if inſtead of complying with Calls and En- 
treaties to accepr. of, and .cloſe with the 


offers of Mercy God is pleated to make 


you, you ſtubbornly refuſe ro hearken, to 


yea, abuſe them, to harden and embolden | 


your felves in your Sins, your condition 


-will become exceeding Dreadiul, yea, quite | 
hopeleſs, according to that account. the | 
holy Scriptures give of People under ſuch | 
Circumſtances; as you may evidently ob | 
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if you pleaſe to turn to, and read the | 


following places in your Bibles, Prov. 1.24. 
&c. Prov. 29. 1. Heb. 12.17. Luke 19. 42. 
Yea, remember this will render your State 
in Hell terrible and tormenting to the high- 
eſt degree. In what boiſterous Waves of 
inflamed Wrath ſhall thoſe Perſons be roll'd 
and toſt, who affetedly perſiſt in their 
Enmity againſt God, and contempt of the | 
riches of his Grace! Why ſhould you be 
curious to ſecure'to your ſelves the utmoſt 
efforts of Divine Diſpleaſure.? How fad 
muſt your eſtate be if after you have en- 
joyed the Goſpel, and been earneſtly per- 
ſwaded to concern your felves in good 


earneſt for your Salvation, you ſhould per- 


iſh and reap no advantage from all that 


Chriſt hath done, ſuffered and purchaſed 


for repenting, reforming Sinners ? What a 
terrible day will the day of Chriſt's ap- 
pearing be to you, if after all your coming 
to Church, hearing Prayers and Sermons, 
and partaking of Sacraments, you remain 
ſtubborn and untraable, ſenfſial and 
worldly in your Minds, looſe, carnal and 
vicious 1n. your Lives ? | 
Be entreated, dearly Beloved, to lay theſe 

ſeriouſly to Heart, and forthwith to make 
a good improvement of them. Pleaſe not 
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j our ſelves with purpoſes of taking them 
into conſideration hereafter, leſt Satan prove 


too ſubtle for you, and carry you away 


ſecurely to his own Appartments, full 
tranght with ſeemingly pious refolves. What 
multitudes have cried out for Mercy, when 
it hath ben too late ! Mar 25. I1. 12. 

If you are now willing to do what it be- 
loves you to do, that you may fecure the 
Salvation of your Souls, obſerve and fol- 
low theſe few Directions, ITT | 

£-/#, Set your ſelves to'a ſerious tho- 
rou2h conſideration of your preſent Eſtate. 
Weigh and inſiſt on ti5 till you are fully 
convinced, your preſeat State is ſuch, you 
cannot with any ſatety continue init; and 
do firmly reſolve to alter your Courſe; preſs 
Four danger and guilt upon your ſelves, 
ti:l your Souls and Conſciences are mighti- 
ly affected with your preſent Circumſtances, 
and you become in ſome meaſure ſenſible 
tow much more deſirable their Condition 
is than yours, who have heartily concerned 
themſelves to fecure the Salvation: of their 
Souls. In other caſes, we think it a mighty 
blemith, to give occaſion for others to re- 
' pute us inconſiderate and raſh. And fure 
nothing better deſerves our beſt, our n:oft 
mature and vivid thoughts than this Mat- 
ter, 
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ter, becauſ& it doth ſo nearly concern us. 
Can we expect prudently to avoid our Dan: 
ger, and amend our Miſtakes, whilſt .ercher 
i2norant of, or unaffected with them ?,"Se: - 
rious conſideration is a proper, -if not the. 
only preparatory expedient to bring us to a 
right Mind, to furniſh us with a juſt No- 
tion and becoming Senſe of thoſe things, 
which are of eminent Importance, and 'to 
diſpoſe us to reRifie paſt Errors and 'De- 
faults. When the Prodigal came to himſelf, 
and conſidered the evil and dangerous caſe 
he was in, and how much better the very 
Servants in his Fathers Family were provi- 
ded for than he was, he preſently reſolves 
t0.g0 thither, Luke 15. 17, 18. . Pſal. 119, 
59, 60. Set thy ſelf as in God's Preſence, 
call thy ſelf to account, and revive the re- 
membrance of thy paſt. Carriages. . Call to 
mind how. God hath expreſly declared ſuch 
or luch Aﬀections of Soul,Speeche Actions, 
to be deteſtable abominable Sins, and hath 
declared from Heaven his Wrath againſt 
them, in ſuch or ſuch places of his, holy 
Word. And then apply the ſame particu: 
larly and with all vehemency. of. afte&tion. 
and faithfulneſs to thy ſelf, till "thou, feeleft 
the power.and efficacy of them in thy'own 
Spirit and: Conſcience. Is this my Eftace 2: 

E 5 Loh 


. 'x66: Maz's Great Duty. __ 
Doth the word of God ſpeak nothing but | 
Terror and Indignation againſt me, whilſt 

I continue in this condition ? Is the infinite- 
ly, holy, powerful jaſt God my Enemy ? 

wretched Creature that I am! What ſhall 

I do! Is this an Eſtate to be reſted in! 
What is all the World, and all it can af: * 
ford to me, if God ſhould pour forth the ! 
Vials of his Anger upon me ! If I muſt paſs | 
from the applauſe and favour of Men, from | 
| Houſes, Lands and Friends, to dwell with | 
everlaſting Burnings! and be a Companion | 
with Devils for ever! O how happy are 
they who have been wiſe for their Souls! 
who can look with comfort into the Holy | 
Scriptures! and read over all thoſe Paſſages 
with Satisfaction, which Terrifie me, and | 
are as fo many Arrows ſticking faſt in my | 
Soul! What a Fool have I been all my! 
' time! What Mercy and rich Grace muſt | 
be diſcovered, if ever I eſcape Damnation !! 
I cannot eſcape it, if I continue in this 
Eſtate! A great Change muſt be wroughtin 
- me. I muſt be made a new Creature,I muſt 
lead a new Life! And by God's Grace- ſo 
T will! Blefled be the Lord, that he hath! 
given me any ſight of my Danger! That 
he hath brought me to conſider, before 
my condition is” abſolutely paſt remedy ! 
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O what Trouble and. Sorrow, have I 
been heaping on my elf: How bitter and 
gnawing now are all the, things I countec 
pleaſant! How vile and contemptible are 


| all the things for which I ventured my pre- 


cious Soul ! There is nothing now can re- 
lieve and do me good, nothing I can ac- 
count precious, bur an Intereſt in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and pardoning Love through him! 
O the Confuſion I am in! But I wiſh not 
that it were with me as. in times pat ! 
That my vain Preſumption, ſtupidity and 
inſenfibleneſs might again return !- No, but 
O that I had ſooner ſeen my Danger ! and 
ſooner began my Retreat ! Here I lye on 
the very brink of Hell! Had I made one 
ſtep further, TI might-have been among the 
Damned ! and yet I ſcarce know which 
way to turn ! O the proficiency others.have 
made in the way to Heaven, who had no 
more time, nor outward Cails, and Means 
than I had ! O the peace and comfort they 
have ! the Sweets with which their Souls 
are feaſted ! O that I might love the Lord 
Chrilt in ſincerity 7 have an intereſt in his 
Merits !a right to his precious Promiſes! 


and that T may dutifully acknowledge his 


Authoricy ! walk in his Laws! and know 
by experience what. joy is to be found: in- 
Believing ! 


"x08  * Max's Great Daty. 


Believing! Well, by Divine Afliſtance, I | 


will up and be doing ! I will not loyter any 
longer! I now caſt away with abhorrence, 


and lay, alide every weight, 'and the Sin | 
that hath ſo eaſily beſet me! Lord, do thou | 


enlarge my Heart, and I will run the way 
of thy Commandments! May I ever have 
my cye fixed on Jeſus, the Author and 
Finiſher of a Believer's Faith !. To thee holy 
Jelus I flee for Refuge! Help me to lay 
hold on the Hope thou haſt ſer before me !. 

Seconaly, Humble your ſelves deeply be- 
fore the Lord, and offer unto him fervent 
earne[t Supplications and Prayers, to com- 
 miſerate and. deliver you. No help can 


come. but from Heaven, and it muſt be} 


itetched thence by hearty. affectionate Cries 
and Entreaties. Lay . your ſelves therefore 
iow before the Lord ; acknowledge your 


Sins with Godly Sorrow and Grief:' Re-| 
hzarſe before him your ſad Eſtate; the} 


aggravating Circumſtances of your Guilt, 
vour Fears, your Guilt, the dreadful Curles 
which hang over you; how ſenſible you 
are of his Diſpleaſure againſt Sin, that you 
are not able to bear his Wrath, and that 
nothing but Free-Grace can ſave and pre: 
i:rve you. Juſtitie God in all his Laws, and 
in all his "Threats, and in his executing of 
them. Confteis heartily thou art a Monu 

ment. 
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Man's Great Duty. x09 
Monument of his Patience, Break forth _ 
into affeionate *Admiration, that he hath 
born with thee ſo long, whereas, he might 
have cauſed his Vengeance to have over- 
taken thee long ago. . And then with ſtrong 
Cries, and Tears too, if thou canſt befeech 
him for his Mercy lake, his name ſake, the 
Son of his love ſake, to pity, Pardon, help 
and fandiftiethee. Conider what encourage- 


ment thou- haſt from theſe and the like 


Scriptures, Pſal.'145. 15, 19. Pal. 32. 5, 6. 


 Pſal. 50. 15. Matt. 7. 7, &C. 


Lord, thou .are Great, Holy, Juſt and 
Powerful, none can ſet himfelt againſt 
thee and Proſper ! Thy purity. and holineſs 
is ſuch, thou canſt not. behold the leaſt 
Iniquity with Approbation'! Thou haſt de- 
clared thy Wrath againſt every Sin! And 
in particular haſt revealed thy Indignation 
againſt this, and that, and the other Wick- 
edneſs.; and that thou wilt terribly avenge 


thy ſelf of ſuch Adverfaries as live impeni- 


tently in them | Lord, I am. tho vile Wretch 
who: have been guilty of. theſe Tranſgreſli- 
ons. I have lived a great while in them, 
and have often repeated theſe acts of Ho-- 


-|, ſtijity againſt thee ! O: my Miſery, my 


Guilt, my Wretchednefs ! Whither ſhall I 
90? What ſhall I do? I cannot flee from 
| thy. 


chy Preſence! Where ever I am, thy Arm | 
can reach me!-I cannot-bear thy Frowns! | 


thy Terrors make me afraid ! Damnation 
and Hell are: the leaft I have deſerved ! 0 


the Light, the Love, the Means I havet' 


ſinned againſt! I have nothing to'ſay for 


 , my ſelf! who ſhall plead for me ! Methinks 


I am now ſinking! Hell appears ready to 
{wallow me up! Juſt and Righteous art thou 
O God ! No puniſhments are too great for 
ſo wicked, ſo ungratefu}, ſo vile and obſti- 
nate a Wretclr as I am! In the very midſt 


of my Fears and Anguiſh, I cannot but} 
wonder that the Sentence of Condemna- 
tion is. not already pronounced againſt, and} 


executed on me! O what long-ſutfering 
goodneſs haſt thou manifeſted towards me, 
the worſt and greateſt of Sinners! Bleiled 
be thy Name for thy Long-ſuffering Pati- 
ence towards me! Whither ſhall I now 
turn! Will the, holy God have Mercy on 
fuch a deſperate Sinner.! 'To whom ſhail | 
goin thele Straits ! Creatures cannot help 


me! My Lufts and Sins have brought all} 
this Miſery upon me! All will fail me 


unleſs the Lord will be pleafed to look 
down in Mercy upon me! And it isgthe 
Lord.I have offended ! How ſhall I go to 
a provoked God ! Yet all my hope muſt be 
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Maz's Great Duty, IIZ 
from him' To the Lord I will go, I 


will lie at his Feet! I will throw my felf 
wholly upon his Mercy ! Lord, I fhave 


| heard that thou art 'Gracious, Long-ſuffer- 


ing, flow to Wrath, and of great Good- 
neſs. Thou haſt ſaid ſo of thy ſelf. Thon 
haſt the words of eternal Life. There is 
Forgiveneſs with thee that thou mayeſt be 


feared. Thou haſt contrived a way for the 


glonfying of thy Mercy, in faving the 
peg Sinners who truly repent, and turn 
rom the evil of their doings unto thee, 


with all their Hearts. Lord, here behold _ 


a "miſerable mouring Sinner, than whom 
none ever ſtood more in need of Mercy! 
Extend thy wonderful Grace to me! I 
come to thee in thy Son's Name, I depend 
intirely on his Merits ; I plead with thee 
the only gracious Promiſes ! Suſtain now a 
ſinking Soul! I loath and abhor my ſelf ! O 
let thy Bowels ern over me ! Tho 1 ſtand 
on the brink of Hell, tet thy Grace pre- 
vent my falling into that Bottomleſs-Pit! | 
Say unto this Soul, Live! May I, who de- 
ſerve to houl for ever under the dreadful 
teſtimonies of thy Diſpleaſure, be effeQual- 
[agiclivered from Sin, Guilt and Condemn- 
ation ! May I be Pardoned, made Holy, 
and fing forth the Praiſes of thy rich and 


;  abounding Grace to all Eternity ! Conſider 


1s. 63. 15, x6. | Thirty, 
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2 Thirdly, If you take pains with your ; 


ſelves, -. and faithfully; perform what you 
have” been adviſed te-already, you will 
eaſily - perceive what is further neceſſary to 
be. done by you, to. make fecure the Salva- 
tion of your Souls ; and you will be dif- 
poſed to urge upon your ſelves, . and im- 
- prove ſuch Counſel as hall be offered you, 
and is manifeſtly pertinent to this purpoſe; 
I will therefore propound the other Directi- 
ons you are to obſerve altogether, and on- 


ly give you brief hints tor your future 


Condu@, leaving you to imprint them on 


your own Hearts, by meditating on, and 


expoſtulating with your ſelves about them, 
till you feel they have their proper and 
due influence on your Souls and Lives. 
You muſt then endeavour to acquire a 
ſound knowledge of the gracious method 
God hath been pleaſed. to. pitch on, tor the 
bringing of Sinners into a State of Recon- 
Ciliation and . Peace with himſelf. You 
muſt heartily entertain the great 'Iruths he 
hath revealed concerning the. Lord Jeſus 
Chriit. Thoſe which concern his Perſon, 
his Natures, and the Commitſlion the Fa- 


ther hath given him. And you muſt of 
I 


cerely cloſe with Chriit in all his O 


depending wholly on his Merits, Inter-_ 


cellion 


\ 


yy Wk > &/ wn. we Wi Tf} kh G5 


we oe mes 


n 


Man's Great Duty. II3 


| ceſflion, and Influences; ſubmitting to his 


Authority, diligently following his Exam- 
ple, and faithfully keeping his . Laws, 
For there is not Salvation tn any other, As 

12. You muſt labour to. underſtand di- 
itintly the Baptiſmal Vow, with Under- 
ſtanding and Judgment, folemnly devote, 
conſign and dedicate your ſelves to God, 
through Chriſt, and daily addict your 


ſelves to the conſcientious performing of 


that Vow, as long as. you Live, Therefore 
you mult diligently read and ſtudy the 
Holy Scriptures, and make them the ſole 
Rule of your Faith, your Worlhip, your 
moral Condua, or Practice;, for they are 
able to make . you wiſe unto Salvation through 
Faith which is in Chriſ® Feſus, 2 Tim, 3. Is, 


| Read the word of God daily with a fixed 


Attention, and holy fervent Deſires, that 
you may find it powerful to ſubdue Cor- 
ruption, and bring you to a ſaving Ac- 
quaintance with Chriſt, and to nouriſh 
your Souls in all Godlineſs of Living. At- 
tend diligently” on the Miniſtry of the 
Word, and wait conſcientiouſly on God 
in thoſe Ordinances he hath inſtituced for 
tl onveiſion and Edification of Souls. 
Take heed of Cuſtomarineſs and Forma- 


- | lity in theſe. Uſe them as means God 


hath 


I14 Man's Great Duty. 


hath appointed for higher Ends, and be | 


not ſatisfied till you really perceive they 
' are Sandtified to you, and have ſuch an 
effet on you that you do thereby grow in 


Knowledgs, Grace, and practical Holineſ. | 
You muſt renounce the Society of looſe: and | 
vicious People, and ſhun the company of| 


thoſe who deride and mock at Religion and 
Holineſs,appearing in their Truth and Pow: 
er, Prov. 13. 20. And wonderful Advantage 
will accrue to you, if you do ordinarily 
accuſtom your ſelves to croſs the deſign of 


Temptations, and make an Advantage off 


them, to put you with greater ſerioutnek 
and fervency on atting thoſe Graces, and 
performing thoſs Duties which are moſt 
oppoſite and contrary to the Sins, the Ene- 
mies of your Souls would draw you unto. 

You who have been and are in good 
earneſt concerned for the Salvation of your 


Souls, muſt diligently attend to what doth} 


peculiarly belong to you, conſidering the 
State you are in. Give God the glory of 


that Grace he hath vouchſafed you. You| 


were Ignorant, Blind, Fooliſh and Diſobe- 
dient formerly, as well as others, Praiſc 
and Magnifie God! with all your nat; 
that he hath made you know and follow 
after the things which belong to your Peace. 
How ſhould you bleſs the Lord who _ 

made 
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Man's Great Duty. It5 


; made you the Triumph of yonr Saviour's 


Love, whereas you might have been Monu- 


ments of his Anger ? Pity, Prayfor,adviſe do 
what you can to convince, awaken, and 


| recover them, who appear altogether care- 


leſs of, and unconcerned for ther Salvation. 
Hold faſt what you have received, proceed 
forward in the work you have begun. 
Grow in Grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, Watch over, 
and affiſt one another all you are able. 
Heb. 3.12, 13. So run that ye may obtain. 
Peſevere to the end, and let none take away 
your Crown, Rev. 3. It. —_— 

In a word, every Man ſhould be very 
much concerned tor the Salvation of his 
own Soul. Then let us all forthwith ſhake 
off Sloth, remembring we are haſtning a- 


pace towards Eternity. Do the wicked do 


evil with both hands earneſtly, Mic. 7. 3- 


_ And ſhall we fold our. Arms, and refuſe to 


cake alittle pains for the obtaining of: that 
Inheritance, which is referved in the Hea- 
vens? We have done too much already to 
prejudice our Souls; now let us uſe all 
pollible care and induſtry to recover and 

ſaug them. | 
vIrs, I befeech you in the Bowels of 
Chriſt, and by all that ſhould be dear and 
| . valuable 


 -120 Maz's Great Duty. 


-  - for your Salvation, as in a little time you 


valuable to you,” to concern your ſelves fo, 


will certainly with you had. What a change 
, will. Death- quickly make in every one ol 
you ? O. loſe not Heaven and eternal Glo. 
ry, for Shadows ! Loſe not your Souls for 
Trifles! Quit you now like Meu. Be watch 
ful, ſerious and diligent. Gird up the loins( 
your minds, be ſober, and hope to the end, 
. Brethren, dearly belowed and longed for ; mij 
Foy and Crown, ſo ſtand faſt in the Lord, Fil 
nally Brethren, whatſoever things are tru, 
whatſoever things are honeſf, whatſoever things} 
are juſt whatſoever things are pure, whatſot| 
wer things are lovely, whatſoever things are «| 
good Report ; if there be any Vertue, if there | 
"any Praiſe, think on and pradlice theſe thing: 
with all your might and affetion, and with al 
perſeverance. Be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, al 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſ: 
much as you- know,. that your Labour ſhall ni 
be in vain in the Lord. 
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